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Cast Member Bios
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Luciano Anastasini
Luciano Anastasini, an eighth-generation Italian-American circus performer, was born in Barcelona and met his wife Gladys, also an eighth-generation circus member, while performing in Monte Carlo. A near-tragic accident in the ring swayed Luciano’s decision to create a dog act in which he trains and performs with pound puppies. During the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, Luciano and his puppies, all of which have been rescued from shelters, participated in a humorous act assisted by Gladys and their 12-year-old son, Adriano. 



Paul Binder
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A Big Apple native, Paul Binder was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York. He earned an undergraduate degree from Dartmouth College and an M.B.A. from Columbia University. Paul began his professional career as a stage manager for Julia Child’s “The French Chef” and as a talent coordinator for Merv Griffin before joining the San Francisco Mime Troupe, where he met Michael Christensen. After touring Europe together and a stint in the ring of Annie Fratellini’s Nouveau Cirque de Paris, Paul and Michael returned to the United States and founded the Big Apple Circus in 1977. During the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, Paul stepped down as the artistic director of the Big Apple Circus. 
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Michael Christensen
A graduate of the University of Washington’s first Professional Actor Training program, Michael Christensen met Paul Binder in the San Francisco Mime Troupe and together founded the Big Apple Circus. In 1986, Michael established the Big Apple Circus Clown CareSM hospital program and became an expert in humor therapy. He has taught workshops all over the world in the new profession of hospital clowning and has received several prestigious awards through his work with Clown Care. Michael is a dedicated husband and father of two daughters. He is the creative director of the Big Apple Circus and is featured throughout CIRCUS.
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Tommy Decateau
Born in Portland, Maine, Tommy Decateau spent most of his life in Bronx, New York. He worked at the YMCA of Greater New York prior to joining the Big Apple Circus in 2007. During the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, Tommy was a member of the ring crew responsible for the set-up of the big top, in addition to changing set scenery during performances and assisting with special events.
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Regina Dobrovitskaya
Born in St. Petersburg, Russia, Regina Dobrovitskaya started training as a gymnast at age 11 and holds a master’s degree of sports in gymnastics. After participating in team gymnastics competitions within the Soviet Union, she entered Moscow’s highest circus training institution, Circus Studio, in 1985. Regina trained in aerial casting cradle and Russian barre before touring in Europe and Asia with the Moscow Circus. In July 1996, Regina became a permanent member of the Big Apple Circus Company, and during the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, she trained with Luciano Anastasini’s pound puppies.
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Tara Draginin
Tara Draginin grew up in Westchester, New York, and joined the Big Apple Circus in 2008 after being involved in the AmeriCorps NCCC program. Tara was a member of the house crew during the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, where she acted as an usher and assisted in guest relations.
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Guillaume Dufresnoy
Born and raised in Bordeaux, France, Guillaume Dufresnoy studied at the Conservatoire National des Arts du Cirque in Paris. After leaving Paris, Guillaume performed the aerial perch act he created, Les Casaly, in France, Switzerland, Italy, Germany and Finland. Guillaume made the transition of performing to managing in 1991 when he was named performance director of the Big Apple Circus and in 1997 accepted the position of general manager. During the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, Guillaume replaced Paul Binder as artistic director of the Big Apple Circus. 
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The Flying Cortes 
The Flying Cortes is an international troupe of trapeze artists recognized as among the elite of the circus world. Brothers Robinson and Alex Cortes were born in Columbia and learned all of the traditional circus skills from their parents as fifth-generation performers. During the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, catcher Robinson and flyers, Alida Wallenda Cortes (Robinson’s wife and a seventh-generation circus performer), Alex and Chrystie Toth made their first appearance in the Big Apple Circus.
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Harmony French

Born and raised in California, Harmony French has been a competitive gymnast and performer for 10 years. After graduating from California State University, Harmony spent some time in Japan before joining the Big Apple Circus in 2008. During the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, she first performs as a flying trapeze artist with the Flying Neves and later returns to the BAC to perform with the Flying Cortes.
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Mark Gindick
Born and raised in New York, Mark Gindick is an actor, clown, physical comedian, director and writer. He studied film and drama at SUNY Purchase and graduated from the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Clown College. Prior to his involvement with the Big Apple Circus, Mark has written, performed and appeared in theater, film and on television. Mark starred as a featured clown in the Play On! season captured in CIRCUS. 
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Glen Heroy 
Born and raised in New Paltz, New York, Glen Heroy has been “clowning around” since he was 12 years old. In addition to appearing in commercials, television and movies, Glen is best known as Dr. Bovine of the Big Apple Circus Clown CareSM program at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. During the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, Glen performed the “Lead a Band” act. 
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Marty and Jake LaSalle 
Marty and Jake LaSalle began their gymnastics training at age eight in their hometown of Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. The brothers developed trademark performances that integrated acrobatics, juggling and dance which launched a professional career of award-winning routines in more than a dozen countries. After graduating from Columbia University in 2007, the brothers joined the Big Apple Circus for the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS.
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Barry Lubin 
Born in Atlantic City, Barry Lubin attended Emerson College in Boston with aspirations of becoming a TV director. During a sabbatical from his studies, he auditioned for and was accepted into Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Clown College, where he fell in love with the art of clowning. He joined the “Greatest Show on Earth” for five US tours, and it was there that he created “Grandma,” the beloved clown who has graced the Big Apple Circus ring with her antics since 1982. In 2002, Barry was inducted into the International Clown Hall of Fame. Barry is also a creative consultant for the Big Apple Circus and works with newcomer Glen Heroy to perfect his clowning skills in the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS. 
Rodion Trio 
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The Rodion Russian barre act, comprised of members Valery Rodion, Aleksandr Mikjaylov, and Anna Gosudareva, was created by Valery and is considered one of the world’s greatest acts of its genre. Valery and Aleksandr, both of whom hold a master’s degree of sports in gymnastics, serve as barre holders and catchers who toss “flyer” Anna, the first woman to ever complete a quadruple somersault on the Russian barre, to extreme heights as she performs airborne acrobatics. The troupe, who had previously performed their act across Europe and North America, made their American debut during Play On! featured in CIRCUS. 
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Sarah Schwarz  

Sarah Schwarz was born in Hanover, Germany, where her father, a local pastor, founded the Giovanni Children’s Circus as a vacation project. She studied at the prestigious Annie Fratellini National Circus School in Paris for four years. A multi-talented performer, Sarah has performed circus acts for commercials, modeled for print advertising and taught wire walking at the Fratellini National Circus School. She joined the Big Apple Circus resident company in 2006 and performed the wire-walk act during the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS. 
Steve Smith
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After beginning his career as a clown in 1971 with the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus, Steve Smith received his bachelor of fine arts in acting from the Goodman School of Drama in 1977. Steve has won many of the most prestigious awards in the acting and entertaining business including the Theater School/DePaul University Award for Excellence in the Arts, the Circus Celebrity “Power Behind The Scenes” award from the John and Mabel Ringling Museum of Art, and was inducted into the Clown Hall of Fame. In the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, Steve served as director of the Big Apple Circus for the third year in a row.
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Christian Atayde Stoinev
Born in Sarasota, Florida, in 1991, Christian Atayde Stoinev made his debut with the Big Apple company in 2001 as an acrobat and performed his handstand act in 2004 for the first time with his dog, Scooby. Christian was one of the youngest members of the Big Apple Circus during the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, which also documents his attendance and graduation from the Big Apple Circus One-Ring School House. 
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Christine Zerbini 
Christine Zerbini is a member of an elite circus dynasty. Her family has trained and presented animals for generations and her father, Tarzan Zerbini, owns his own circus. Horses are the common bond that brought Christine and her partner, Sultan Kumisbayev, together while they were both working for Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus. During the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, Christine and Sultan trained and performed as equestrian co-director.










