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[image: image3.jpg]aclS






Paul Binder
A Big Apple native, Paul Binder was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York. He earned an undergraduate degree from Dartmouth College and an M.B.A. from Columbia University. Paul began his professional career as a stage manager for Julia Child’s “The French Chef” and as a talent coordinator for Merv Griffin before joining the San Francisco Mime Troupe, where he met Michael Christensen. After touring Europe together and a stint in the ring of Annie Fratellini’s Nouveau Cirque de Paris, Paul and Michael returned to the United States and founded the Big Apple Circus in 1977. During the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, Paul stepped down as the artistic director of the Big Apple Circus. 
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The Flying Cortes 
The Flying Cortes is an international troupe of trapeze artists recognized as among the elite of the circus world. Brothers Robinson and Alex Cortes were born in Columbia and learned all of the traditional circus skills from their parents as fifth-generation performers. During the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, catcher Robinson and flyers, Alida Wallenda Cortes (Robinson’s wife and a seventh-generation circus performer), Alex and Chrystie Toth made their first appearance in the Big Apple Circus.
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Glen Heroy 
Born and raised in New Paltz, New York, Glen Heroy has been “clowning around” since he was 12 years old. In addition to appearing in commercials, television and movies, Glen is best known as Dr. Bovine of the Big Apple Circus Clown CareSM program at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. During the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, Glen performed the “Lead a Band” act. 


Marty and Jake LaSalle 
[image: image6.jpg]


Marty and Jake LaSalle began their gymnastics training at age eight in their hometown of Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. The brothers developed trademark performances that integrated acrobatics, juggling and dance which launched a professional career of award-winning routines in more than a dozen countries. After graduating from Columbia University in 2007, the brothers joined the Big Apple Circus for the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS.
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Christian Atayde Stoinev
Born in Sarasota, Florida, in 1991, Christian Atayde Stoinev made his debut with the Big Apple company in 2001 as an acrobat and performed his handstand act in 2004 for the first time with his dog, Scooby. Christian was one of the youngest members of the Big Apple Circus during the Play On! season featured in CIRCUS, which also documents his attendance and graduation from the Big Apple Circus One-Ring School House. 
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CIRCUS Filmmaker Biographies

Maro Chermayeff, Executive Producer, Co-Creator and Director

Maro Chermayeff is a three-time Emmy® Award-nominated producer, director, author and former television executive. Most recently, she was co-creator, an executive producer and sole director of the Emmy Award-winning 10-part PBS television event CARRIER that premiered in April 2008 to widespread critical acclaim and broadcast around the world through NatGeo International. Chermayeff was a producer and director of the highly acclaimed PBS series FRONTIER HOUSE, an Emmy nominee and winner of a Cine Golden Eagle for each of its six episodes. She produced and directed AMERICAN MASTERS “Juilliard” and co-authored the companion book, Juilliard. She also produced “Brain Fingerprinting,” an episode of the PBS series INNOVATION. Chermayeff was a creative consultant and programming executive at A&E Television Network, where she was executive producer of the Emmy Award-winning and multi-nominated series “Biography,” as well as several documentary specials and ongoing series. She also was producer and director of the two-hour A&E special “Role Reversal.” 

Chermayeff produced, directed and edited the multi-award-winning feature-length HBO documentary “Kindness of Strangers” and is producing two upcoming HBO feature documentaries “Mann v. Ford,” which she is also co-directing, and “Marina.” Amongst numerous other credits, Maro was a producer/editor for the highly successful series “Trauma: Life in the ER” for TLC and has been a consultant and editor for Charlie Rose on his special arts programs and series, resulting in more than 10 one-hour special event programs for his PBS series CHARLIE ROSE.

Chermayeff earned a BA in history and film from the University of Colorado, Boulder, and was on the faculty at New York University’s Graduate School of Film and Television. Today, she is founder and chairman of The School of Visual Arts MFA Graduate Program in Social Documentary, which launched in fall 2009.

Jeff Dupre, Executive Producer, Co-Creator and Director

Jeff Dupre has been producing and directing documentary films for more than a decade. Most recently, he a producer of the Emmy Award-winning 10-part PBS television event CARRIER that premiered in April 2008 to widespread critical acclaim. He also produced the Emmy® Award-winning PBS series BROADWAY: THE AMERICAN MUSICAL, field produced “Las Vegas: An Unconventional History” for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE and produced two episodes of the award-winning series “Women Docs” for Lifetime TV. Currently, Dupre is producing “Marina” for HBO. 
Dupre’s directorial debut, Out of the Past, won the Audience Award for Best Documentary at the 1998 Sundance Film Festival. The film also garnered audience awards at Outfest ’98 (the Los Angeles Gay-Lesbian Film Festival) and the Philadelphia Gay-Lesbian Film Festival and won a GLAAD Media Award for Best Documentary of 1998. The film was screened at the White House in June 1998.  
Dupre holds a degree in philosophy from Vassar College.
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