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THE CLIBURN: 50 YEARS OF GOLD Airs Nationally on PBS
Documentary Retrospective of the Prestigious International Piano Competition


DALLAS/FORT WORTH, TX – Every four years, a group of the finest young pianists takes the stage at the Van Cliburn International Piano Competition in Fort Worth, Texas. In the midst of the drama, the beauty, the nerves and the excitement, they know one thing is true — what happens there can change their lives. They strive to feel the joy of victory and achieve their utmost goal: to become a performer on the world stage. THE CLIBURN: 50 YEARS OF GOLD airs Friday, September 28, 2012, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS.
 

Seen through the eyes and memories of 15 gold medalists, THE CLIBURN: 50 YEARS OF GOLD follows the half-century-long history of one of the world's most prestigious music competitions, set against the backdrop of beautiful music. Walking onto the stage at the Van Cliburn International Piano Competition is a critical moment in the life of a young pianist. Gut-wrenching drama, strung-out nerves and the joy of victory are elements that make up this extraordinary film retrospective.
Emmy Award®-winning producer/director Peter Rosen tracked down the Cliburn Gold Medalists wherever they were performing around the world to weave their fascinating stories into the legend of Van Cliburn, the competition's namesake, who recalls his victory in 1958 in Moscow at the Tchaikovsky Competition at the height of the Cold War: “I had only a few months to prepare for the Tchaikovsky competition. But, in a way, my whole life had been leading up to it.”
THE CLIBURN: 50 YEARS OF GOLD was produced by Peter Rosen Productions, Inc. and presented by KERA TV in North Texas. The project is funded by The Burnett Foundation, the BNSF Railway Foundation, the Sid W. Richardson Foundation and The Ryan Foundation. 

ABOUT PETER ROSEN PRODUCTIONS, INC.

Founded in the 1970s by producer/director Peter Rosen, Peter Rosen Productions, Inc. has made over 100 full-length documentary films and television programs on a wide variety of subjects. Five of these productions have won Emmys and many others have been awarded the top prizes and honors at film festivals and competitions throughout the world. Peter Rosen has won the prestigious Directors Guild of America Award and a Peabody Award. His work has featured some of the most important figures in the arts, including Leonard Bernstein, Martha Graham, Yo-Yo Ma, Beverly Sills, I. M. Pei and Garrison Keillor. 

 

ABOUT THE VAN CLIBURN FOUNDATION, FORT WORTH, TX
The Van Cliburn Foundation has created nine feature-length documentaries since 1977, all of which aired nationally on PBS. Since its inception in 1962, the Van Cliburn Foundation has remained dedicated to disseminating classical music worldwide, and to nurturing and launching young artists’ careers through the quadrennial Van Cliburn International Piano Competition, the ensuing three-year international concert tours of its medalists, award-winning documentaries, radio broadcasts, and a live webcast that extends its outreach to audiences around the world. Its other core programs include: Cliburn Concerts, a premier annual recital series; Musical Awakenings®, which reaches over 30,000 students each year; and the International Piano Competition for Outstanding Amateurs™, proclaimed “a celebration of music, and the people who have to make music, no matter what” by the Boston Globe. 
ABOUT VAN CLIBURN

It was the height of the Cold War in 1958 when a young Texan named Van Cliburn became the winner of the first International Tchaikovsky Piano Competition in Moscow. The judges of the Moscow competition were the greatest musicians of the Soviet Union. Upon his return to the U.S., the 23-year-old Cliburn was given a ticker-tape parade in New York City, the only classical musician ever so honored. His album of Tchaikovsky's Piano Concerto No. 1, one of the pieces he performed in Moscow, became the first classical recording to sell a million copies.
Cliburn's mother, Rildia Bee O'Bryan Cliburn, was trained at the Juilliard School in New York, and began teaching her son when he was age three. He spent most of his childhood in Texas; at age 17, he went to Julliard. Six years later, Cliburn was the most famous pianist in the world. He was inducted into the American Classical Music Hall of Fame, and has received the Kennedy Center Honors Medallion and the Presidential Medal of Freedom, among many other awards. The Van Cliburn International Piano Competition, held every four years, was started in 1962 to nurture the development of young artists.
ABOUT KERA

KERA is the presenting station for THE CLIBURN: 50 YEARS OF GOLD. KERA is a not-for-profit public media organization that serves the people of North Texas. The station broadcasts to the fourth-largest population area in the United States. KERA produces original multimedia content, carries the best in national and international public television and radio programs, and provides online resources at www.kera.org. The station’s extensive coverage of the arts can be found at www.artandseek.org. KERA-TV broadcasts on Channel 13.1. KERA WORLD broadcasts on 13.2. KERA-FM broadcasts on 90.1 in Dallas/Fort Worth/Denton, 88.3 in Wichita Falls, 100.1 in Tyler and 99.3 in Sherman. KXT 91.7 FM, KERA’s new music station, KXT 91.7, is streamed online at www.kxt.org. 
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