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Ray “Clack” Magliozzi

The youngest of three children, Ray was barely noticed for the first five years. One day, Tom came into the kitchen and said, “Hey, who’s this kid that’s always following me around?”

Ray has always loved taking things apart and putting them back together; he especially enjoyed watching Tom take one of his many “junker” cars apart and put it back together.  

With Tom having already attended M.I.T., it was almost pre-ordained that Ray would enroll there as well.  Halfway through his college education, he joined the Volunteers in Service to America, otherwise known as the VISTA program, and traveled to the Texas/Oklahoma area, where he worked to organize community and adult education programs. Ray also met Monique, his future wife, another VISTA volunteer, while rappelling off a mountainside. Monique and Ray married and settled in Cambridge, where Ray finished his degree in humanities and science. After Ray’s graduation, the couple moved to Bennington, Vermont, where Ray took a job teaching science at a local public school.

Vermont, however, was too cold for Ray’s Mediterranean blood. After being called by Ray’s mother every day with an update on Tom’s self-imposed unemployment, Ray and Monique moved back to Boston. Together, the brothers started Hacker’s Haven, a do-it-yourself-garage, and began having fun running a business together.
Unfortunately, most of the do-it-yourself mechanics who populated the garage had no idea what they were doing. Consequently, Tom and Ray started helping everyone out, then hiring people to help them out, finally ending up with what is now known as Good News Garage. During the early period, word got out about the unusual approach Hacker’s Haven had employed, and Tom was asked to join the automotive panel on Boston’s WBUR, the local NPR affiliate. Tom brought Ray in, and out of that arrangement CAR TALK was born. Now, Ray splits his time between running the garage, co-hosting CAR TALK, co-writing the syndicated automotive column with Tom and performing voice-overs for CLICK & CLACK’S AS THE WRENCH TURNS.
Ray has two grown sons, Andrew and Louie, and lives in the Boston area with his wife, Monique.
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