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Tom “Click” Magliozzi 

The oldest of three children, Tom pursued a meandering path to his current lack of success. Upon graduating from M.I.T., he served in the U.S. Army and then joined the corporate world, working for Sylvania and later, for the Foxboro Company as an international administrator, traveling to countries such as Taiwan, Singapore and the Philippines.  During his time at Foxboro, Tom took night classes to earn an M.B.A.

Deciding that corporate life had one ingredient missing (life), Tom quit his position and perfected the fine art of “hanging out” in Harvard Square, where he drank coffee and took odd jobs to keep the rent paid.  But it wasn’t long before he joined the International Marketing Institute, where he taught executive development programs in places such as Saudi Arabia and Kuala Lumpur.  In between his international jaunts, Tom worked a deal with his landlord and painted the apartments of single girls for just $50 a room — his phone never stopped ringing.

When Ray — at the behest of their mother — moved back to Cambridge to “save Tom,” the brothers opened a do-it-yourself auto repair shop — a space where people could rent tools to work on their own cars. They called it Hacker’s Haven. The brothers had a great time working together, and because their business was such an original concept at the time, Tom was invited to attend an on-air automotive panel broadcast at NPR affiliate WBUR. Tom was the only panelist who showed up. When Tom was asked back, he asked if he could bring his brother, Ray. The rest, as they say, is history.

To supplement his meager income at the garage, Tom began working part-time at a small consulting group in Boston and then was accepted to the doctoral program at Boston University. Nine years later, Tom, the accidental mechanic and radio host, also became a PhD — and college professor, to boot, for eight years.  

Having downsized once again, Tom is now content to host the radio show, write for the syndicated CAR TALK newspaper column, perform voice-overs for CLICK & CLACK’S AS THE WRENCH TURNS, paint apartments of single girls and drink coffee in Harvard Square.  

Tom lives in the Boston area and has three adult children — two daughters and a son.
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