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“CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS — THREE MEN GO TO WAR”
The Most Dangerous Days in the History of Mankind

– Premiering in Conjunction With the 50th Anniversary of the
Cuban Missile Crisis on Tuesday, October 23, 2012 
at 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS –
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	Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev and Cuban leader Fidel Castro 
Credit: Library of Congress


Two years in the making, CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS — THREE MEN GO TO WAR reveals how three human beings grappled with the most dangerous two weeks in human history, when countless events outside their control threatened to ignite a nuclear holocaust that could have ended human civilization. Revealing just how extraordinarily close we came to mutual self-destruction, this inside story of the Cuban Missile Crisis will premiere on PBS on Tuesday, October 23, 2012 from 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET (check local listings), 50 years after the world was brought to the brink of nuclear disaster. A second program on the Cuban Missile Crisis, SECRETS OF THE DEAD “The Man Who Saved the World,” premieres immediately following, on Tuesday, October 23, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET (check local listings), which reveals the dramatic and shocking story of the events that took place beneath the waves when a lone Russian submariner refused to fire a nuclear missile.

 “Some viewers will remember the days when schoolchildren practiced duck and cover drills because the threat of nuclear attack was imminent,” said John Wilson, Senior Vice President and Chief TV Programming Executive. “Others have no idea that the world 
came so close to World War III and mutually assured destruction. As new details about this crisis have been declassified, the 50th anniversary is a great opportunity to explore why these events happened and how war was ultimately averted.”

“The film is about this fundamentally important moment when we had the technology to raze our planet and almost did,” says producer and director John Murray. “And how three human beings, the leaders in place at the time, handled the unfolding disaster.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Bringing to life the three central figures in the crisis  — President John F. Kennedy, Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev and Cuban leader Fidel Castro — the film explores the roles each played during these most dangerous of times, set against the human stories of ordinary men in the field, such as the first-ever interview with the Soviet soldier who shot down the U2 piloted by U.S. Air Force Major Rudolf Anderson on the worst day of the crisis. Featuring revealing interviews with key witnesses from inside the Kremlin, the White House and Cuba, along with revelations from recently declassified Top Secret documents, CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS — THREE MEN GO TO WAR was shot on location in Russia, Cuba and the U.S.

“John Murray has done an incredible job of showing that the Cuban Missile Crisis was about more than just military powers arrayed against one other,” says Beth Hoppe, Vice President, Programming, General Audience. “It's about the humans at the center of the story, especially Kennedy and Khrushchev, who may be the reason we're alive today.”

On October 22nd, 1962, President John F. Kennedy informed the world that the Soviet
Union was building secret missile bases on the island of Cuba, 90 miles off the shores of
Florida. The events of the next tension-filled 13 days, known as the Cuban Missile Crisis, struck fear across the globe as the world teetered on the edge of nuclear war. The fate of the planet ultimately lay in the hands of three powerful men: Khrushchev, Castro and Kennedy.

A complete picture of the events of those 13 days has only recently emerged after countless declassified documents were released from Soviet, American and Cuban archives. Extraordinary revelations have come to light about Castro’s role and how, at the height of the crisis, he suggested the Soviets consider striking first, fearing that Cuba was doomed no matter what unfolded. Also emerging are remarkable details on a series of rogue incidents outside of Kennedy or Khrushchev’s control, each of which came within a hair’s breadth of triggering all-out conflict.

The film features revealing interviews with key witnesses and experts including Sergei Khrushchev, son of the former Soviet premier; Ted Sorensen, former member of the renowned Executive Committee of the U.S. National Security Council; former KGB and CIA operatives, and Captain Jerry Coffee, the reconnaissance pilot who made a split second decision to veer off course in Cuba and photograph a new type of nuclear weapon which could have annihilated invading American forces, the import of which was not realized for over 30 years. 

An edge-of-your seat tale of espionage and intrigue at the highest level, CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS — THREE MEN GO TO WAR offers a fascinating perspective on one of the most harrowing times in modern history. A production of Crossing the Line Productions, the film is produced by John Murray and Siobhan Ward, and co-directed by Murray and Emer Reynolds.

CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS: THREE MEN GO TO WAR will be available on DVD from PBS Distribution: ShopPBS.org; 800-PLAY-PBS, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

On-Air Participants:

Ted Sorensen (deceased) was a former speechwriter and advisor to John F. Kennedy and the longest surviving member of ExComm, the committee set up by JFK to handle the Crisis.

Brigadier General Gerald McIlmoyle is a former U2 Pilot who flew high-level reconnaissance missions over Cuba. 

Sergei Khrushchev is the son of Nikita Khrushchev and author of Khrushchev on Khrushchev – An Inside Account of the Man and His Era.

Colonel General Viktor Yesin, Strategic Rocket Forces, served in the Soviet Army in Cuba and is the most senior surviving Soviet soldier to serve there during the Crisis.

Dino Brugioni is a former senior official at the National Photographic Interpretation Center, CIA. He played a critical role in analyzing photographs taken by U2 planes, revealing the crucial evidence of missile placements in Cuba.

Captain Gerald Coffee was an RF-8 Crusader Pilot, U.S. Navy, during the Crisis.

Captain Ryurik Ketov was a Commander of Submarine B-4, Soviet Navy, during the Crisis, and for the first time in the history of the Soviet Navy was one of four commanders empowered to use a nuclear weapon without authorization or control from Moscow.

General William Y. Smith was a U.S. Air Force General during the Crisis. 

Lieutenant Igor Kurrinoy served in the Nuclear Missile Division, Soviet Army in Cuba.

Nikolai Leonov was a Senior KGB Officer, Latin America, during the Cuban Missile Crisis.

Lieutenant Alexey Raypenko served in the Anti-Aircraft Rocket Unit, Soviet Army in Cuba, and pressed the final button launching the SAM missiles that shot down Major Rudolf Anderson.

Colonel Osvaldo Fernandez served in the Cuban Army during the Crisis.

Dr. Carlos Alzugaray teaches at the Center for Hemispheric & U.S. Studies, University of Havana, Cuba.

Michael Dobbs is the author of a comprehensive account of the Cuban Missile Crisis, One Minute to Midnight: Kennedy, Khrushchev, and Castro on the Brink of Nuclear War. He is currently tweeting the Cuban Missile Crisis in real time for Foreign Policy magazine.

James G. Blight is a historian and co-author with Janet Lang of The Armageddon Letters: Kennedy, Khrushchev, Castro in the Cuban Missile Crisis. Their new website armageddonletters.com is a remarkable transmedia project exploring the behind the scenes realities of the Crisis.

Thomas Hughes is the former director of the Bureau of Intelligence and Research, U.S. Department of State.

Peter Kornbluh is the Director of the National Security Archive’s Cuba Documentation Project. He is the author of several books and Editor of the National Security Archive documents reader The Cuban Missile Crisis 1962.

Professor Esteban Morales teaches in the Department of Economic and Political Science, University of Havana, Cuba.

Timothy Naftali is a Canadian-American historian and former director of the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum. He has written four books, two of them co-authored with Alexander Fursenko, on the Cuban Missile Crisis and Nikita Khrushchev, including One Hell of a Gamble.

Svetlana Savranskaya is the Director of Russia Programs at the National Security Archive in Washington, D.C. 

Wayne Smith is a senior fellow and director, Cuba Project, at the Center for International Policy in Washington, DC. He was a U.S. Embassy political officer in Havana from 1958 until the closing of the Embassy in January 1961. After the Bay of Pigs, he was Assistant to the State Department’s Assistant Secretary for Latin America, and later, Director for Cuban Affairs in the State Department.

About Crossing the Line Productions
Crossing the Line is a multi-award winning production company that has made films for many of the world’s leading broadcasters. Their film Broken Tail, co-produced with PBS’ NATURE series, recently won the top awards at the world’s leading wildlife film festivals in the U.S. and received two Emmy Nominations. The company specializes in wildlife, history and exploration.

About PBS
PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches 124 million people through television and 20 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front-row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.

– PBS –

CONTACT: 
CaraMar Publicity:
Cara White, 843-881-1480, cara.white@mac.com 
Mary Lugo, 770-623-8190, lugo@negia.net


For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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