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– Writers and Critics, Scholars and Spies, Friends and Foes Provide a Kaleidoscopic View of Graham Greene’s World; Sir Derek Jacobi Narrates –
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DANGEROUS EDGE: A LIFE OF GRAHAM GREENE, a portrait of the British author who wrote critically acclaimed best-sellers, airs Friday, March 29, 2013, 10:30-11:30 p.m. ET on PBS. British actor Sir Derek Jacobi narrates; Bill Nighy is the voice of Greene.

Greene’s 50 books spanned seven decades and sold tens of millions of copies in countless languages. More than 100 of his stories have been adapted for television, theater and film — some, such as The Quiet American and The End of the Affair, twice.

As a journalist for 60 years, Greene covered the most dangerous events of the past century: Kenya’s Mau Mau Rebellion, the Vietnam War, Haiti’s “nightmare republic,” the rise of Castro and the fall of the Soviet Union. 

DANGEROUS EDGE, the first American-produced documentary about Greene, weaves his novels, including The Quiet American, Brighton Rock, The End of the Affair and The Third Man, and movies into the story of his life and reveals an extraordinary man who traveled the globe to escape the boredom of ordinary existence. Participants include novelists John Mortimer, John Le Carré and David Lodge, writer Paul Theroux, former CIA operative and author Frederick Hitz, and Greene’s daughter Caroline Bourget.

Greene’s writing captures the essence of what it means to be human: the struggle between faith and doubt … love and betrayal … action and inaction … the individual and the state. Greene famously warned writers to avoid personal, political and ideological ties: A writer must “have a sliver of ice in his heart,” he said, and “be a piece of grit in the State machinery.”

After Greene’s death in 1991, Paul Gray wrote in Time magazine, “No serious writer of the twentieth century has more thoroughly influenced the public imagination than Graham Greene.” His influence continues.

Greene is quoted on average 100 times every month in publications around the world. The British Film Institute recently voted The Third Man the industry’s best British film.

While Greene’s work and influence are apparent, Greene the man remains an enigma. Despite repeated suicide attempts, he lived to be 86. He was a British spy who befriended traitor Kim Philby. He was a committed Catholic who referred to himself as a “Catholic agnostic.” He craved anonymity, yet his writing made him famous.

Greene attributed such incongruities to manic depression. Rather than allowing his condition to cripple him, however, he channeled it into enormous creativity, and from his death wish ultimately sprang an acute awareness of the value of life. 

DANGEROUS EDGE: A LIFE OF GRAHAM GREENE uses Greene’s words from his books and recordings, as well as photographs and clips from his many films, to reveal the enigmatic life of a great writer. A stellar group of writers and critics, scholars and spies, friends and foes provide a kaleidoscopic view of the world of Graham Greene.  

Producers: O’Connor Associates
[bookmark: _GoBack]Executive producers: Barbara de Fina and Margaret Stuart Hunter
Producer/director/writer: Thomas P. O’Connor
Format: CC Surround 5.1 HD

About PBS
PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 123 million people through television and more than 21 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.
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For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.

– more –


www.pbs.org
PBS PressRoom: www.pbs.org/pressroom	                                                                        PBS Facebook Fan Page: www.facebook.com/pbs
PBS YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/pbs	PBS on Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/pbspressroom

www.pbs.org
PBS PressRoom: www.pbs.org/pressroom	                                                                        PBS Facebook Fan Page: www.facebook.com/pbs
PBS YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/pbs	PBS on Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/pbspressroom
image1.jpeg




image3.jpeg
PBS




image2.jpeg
Be more @ PBS




