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FACT SHEET

Program:
ENCORE! WITH JAMES CONLON 
Length:
Series of six 30-minute episodes

Air Dates/Time:
First episode premieres Sunday, April 2 at 10:30 p.m. EST (Check local station listings.)

Description:
This series of six 30-minute programs – featuring renowned conductor James Conlon and the six finalists of the Twelfth Van Cliburn International Piano Competition – explores the relationship between the concert pianist's internal world and the composer's score. The primary focus of the series is Maestro James Conlon's insights into what makes one interpretation so different from another. The programs, produced in high definition, reveal the different sources of inspiration by contrasting concepts such as tradition or innovation; technique or spirit; Apollo or Dionysus; Plato or Aristotle; "play it" or "be it"; and beauty or truth. Focusing primarily on one finalist for each of the six episodes, Maestro Conlon talks of how the concept of beauty changed through the centuries; of the need for virtuosity but also of its limitations; of the importance of identifying with the music; of exuberance vs. classical restraint; and of a perfect concept vs. down-to-earth pragmatism. Throughout, the episodes feature the finalists of the competition in solo performances, as well as chamber performances with the Grammy Award-winning Takács Quartet, to illustrate the concepts in question. Eminent pianist and competition juror Menahem Pressler also appears as guest commentator in several episodes. 

Rights/releases:
Six releases/four years beginning April 2, 2006; 12 months off-air recording rights for educational institutions. Non-commercial cable rights. DVDs of the original documentary will be available and offered during PBS broadcast. 

Support materials:
High-resolution color images and press releases available for download at www.kera.org/media/encore/. Cover photo available for download at www.pbs.org/pressroom/.

Producer:
ENCORE! WITH JAMES CONLON is a co-production of Bel Air Media, Inc., of Paris; KERA, the public broadcasting organization for North Texas; the Van Cliburn Foundation.
Production credits:
Producer: François Duplat and Xavier Dubois of Bel Air Media, and Joe Bellotti of KERA; Director: Andy Sommer; Executive Producer: Richard Rodzinski of the Van Cliburn Foundation and François Duplat of Belair Media; Editor: Toby Trotter; Photography: Juan A. Barrera and Ned Burgess; Sound: Tom Lazarus

Funding:
ENCORE! WITH JAMES CONLON is made possible, in part, by ExxonMobil,  the Principal Corporate Sponsor of the Van Cliburn Foundation.  Additional funding is provided by the City of Fort Worth, Eastman Kodak Company, XTO Energy Inc., The Burnett Foundation, Clear Channel Communications, Mr. and Mrs. Edward P. Bass,  Nokia,  the National Endowment for the Arts, and the Texas Commission on the Arts.
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