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WINNERS – TWELFTH VAN CLIBURN

INTERNATIONAL PIANO COMPETITION
Alexander Kobrin, 25, Russia
Nancy Lee and Perry R. Bass Gold Medal

Alexander Kobrin began his piano studies at the age of five at Moscow’s Gnessin School of Music for gifted children. Although he often preferred playing soccer to practicing while growing up, the piano became so important to him that the first compact disc he bought was a recording by Van Cliburn. In addition to winning top prize at the Twelfth Cliburn Competition, Mr. Kobrin was awarded the Internet Audience Prize. 
First-prize winner of the 1999 Busoni Competition and a top-prize winner of both the 2000 Chopin and 2003 Hamamatsu Competitions, Kobrin has toured extensively throughout Europe, South America, and Asia. He has performed with such noted ensembles as the English Chamber Orchestra, the Osaka and Tokyo Symphony Orchestras, the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande, the Virtuosi of Salzburg Chamber Orchestra, the Moscow Virtuosi, and the Moscow State Symphony Orchestra. 
As the 2005 Cliburn gold medalist, Mr. Kobrin will perform more than 150 times during a three-year concert tour, coordinated by the Van Cliburn Foundation in the United States and IMG Artists in Europe. It will include appearances with many of the world’s top orchestras and at internationally acclaimed festivals and recital venues. When he is not on tour, Mr. Kobrin teaches at the Moscow State Gnessin Academy of Music.
Kobrin with a prodigious technique (and) rich tone…had ‘winner’ stamped on him throughout the finals … 
– The Baltimore Sun
Joyce Yang, 19, South Korea
Silver Medal
Joyce Yang received her first piano as a birthday present from her aunt when she was four and immediately took to the instrument. After winning several national competitions in her native South Korea, she moved to the United States to begin studies at the Juilliard School of Music’s pre-college division. 
Her victory at the Philadelphia Orchestra’s Greenfield Competition for students led to her debut with that orchestra at the Academy of Music when she was twelve. She has since performed with the Baltimore Symphony, the Houston and National Symphony Orchestras, and the Ravinia Festival Orchestra, and has also been presented by the Aspen Music Festival, La Jolla Music Society, the Gilmore Keyboard Festival, and Ravinia’s Rising Stars series, among others. An avid chamber musician, she is a regular guest artist of the Bridgehampton Chamber Music Festival. 
In addition to the silver medal, Ms. Yang was awarded the Steven De Groote Memorial Award for the Best Performance of Chamber Music and the Beverley Taylor Smith Award for the Best Performance of a New Work at the 2005 Cliburn Competition. Nineteen years old, she currently studies with Dr. Yoheved Kaplinsky in the College Division of Juilliard, and has been managed by ICM Artists, Ltd. in New York since her early teens. 
Yang showed a glimpse of what we hope piano performance will be like in the 21st century: imaginative, technically brilliant, connected to the audience and historically aware…The newest star on the piano horizon. 
—[Fort Worth] Star-Telegram
Sa Chen, 25, China
Crystal Award

Born into a musical family in Henan, China, Sa Chen shares with Lang Lang and Yundi Li the distinction of being named one of the top three Chinese virtuoso pianists today by the legendary artist and teacher Fou Ts’Ong. While still a teenager, Ms. Chen marked the beginning of her international career by winning fourth prize in the 1996 Leeds International Piano Competition. 
Also a top-prize winner of the 2000 Chopin Competition, she has fast become known to audiences in cultural capitals throughout Europe and Asia over the last decade; and has collaborated with the Berne, Birmingham, Shanghai, and Latvian Symphony Orchestras, as well as with the China, Israel, Strasbourg, and Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestras. 
She has been invited to perform with Gidon Kremer and Nicolaj Znaider at the Kronberg and Lockenhaus Chamber Music Festivals; and has also participated at the Duszniki (Poland) Chopin Festival, Le Musiques festival in France, and the Beijing Music Festival in China. 
Ms. Chen began her musical studies at the Sichuan Conservatory of Music and the Shenzhen School of Arts and since 2001 has been studying with Arie Vardi at the Hochschule für Musik und Theater in Hannover, Germany. As the first-ever Crystal Award winner of the Cliburn Competition, “Sasa” looks forward to adding to her fan base in North America. 
Sa Chen…played with authority and élan. A radiant tone and fastidious attention to color and balance… 
—Dallas Morning News
Davide Cabassi, 28, Italy
Finalist
As a survivor of a bone-crippling leg disease, Davide Cabassi kept busy at the keyboard as a young boy. He went on to make his orchestral debut at the age of thirteen with the RAI Symphony Orchestra in Milan. 
He has also collaborated with the Munich Philharmonic, the Neue Philharmonie Westfalen, and the Russian Chamber Philharmonic. In recital, he has been engaged by most of the prominent musical associations of his native country, as well as by concert promoters in Austria, China, France, Germany, Japan, Portugal, Scandinavia, and Switzerland. 
In December 2004, Mr. Cabassi recorded a solo disc for BMG records titled Dancing with the Orchestra, featuring works by Bartók, De Falla, Ravel, and Stravinsky. Mr. Cabassi, when he is not pursuing his performing career, is on the faculty of the Istituto Musicale “G. Puccini” in Gallarate, Italy.

… [Cabassi] represents a new generation in the grand Italian piano tradition…He has obvious charisma and the ability to take command of an audience. 
—[Fort Worth] Star-Telegram

Chu-Fang Huang, 22, China
Finalist
Two months after being named a finalist of the Twelfth Cliburn Competition, Chu-Fang Huang was awarded first prize at the 2005 Cleveland International Piano Competition. Ms. Huang made her U.S. recital debut on the Prodigy Series of the La Jolla Music Society at the age of fifteen soon after moving here from her native China. 
She has since performed recitals at Germany’s prestigious Klavier Festival Ruhr, the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, the Kravis Arts Center in West Palm Beach, and Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall. She has also collaborated with the Charleston, Corpus Christi, Fort Collins, Pacific, and Sydney Symphony Orchestras, as well as with the Australian Chamber Orchestra and Shenzhen Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Ms. Huang is currently pursuing her master’s degree at the Juilliard School of Music as a pupil of Robert McDonald and will make her Alice Tully Hall debut on November 16, 2005. 

…a pianist with striking emotional insight…
—Fort Worth Star-Telegram
Roberto Plano, 26, Italy
Finalist 

Roberto Plano has already come to the attention of piano aficionados in North America, having won first prize at the 2001 Cleveland International Piano Competition and third prize at the 2003 Honens International Piano Competition. 

Also a top prizewinner in several major international competitions, Mr. Plano has made recital debuts at such prestigious concert venues as New York’s Alice Tully Hall, the Sala Verdi in Milan, the Salle Cortot in Paris, and the Herculessaal and Gasteig in Munich. He is also a frequent collaborator with orchestra and chamber ensembles and will be a featured guest with the Enso, Fine Arts, and Jupiter String Quartets during tour periods in the United States and Canada this year. Mr. Plano is featured in two recordings: a CD of works by Chopin, Liszt, and Scriabin, on Italy’s Sipario Dischi label, and a disc of works by Liszt (Azica). 
A graduate of the École Normale “Cortot” in Paris, he is currently studying with William Grant-Naboré at the Lake Como Academy (Italy). Mr. Plano married his fiancée, Paola Del Negro, this August.
Roberto Plano is clearly a serious and thoughtful musician…[He] exerted a real personality...  
—Dallas Morning News
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