INDEPENDENT LENS
“ENRON: The Smartest Guys in the Room”

Tuesday, April 24, 2007
10:00-12:00 p.m. ET
– Broadcast Features New Conversation With Director Alex Gibney and Authors Bethany McLean and Peter Elkind –
Who would think a documentary about the collapse of a mammoth corporation could play out like a drama with the emotional power of Greek tragedy? But that is the impact of “ENRON: The Smartest Guys in the Room,” the inside story of one of history’s greatest business scandals, in which top executives of America’s seventh largest company walked away with over one billion dollars while investors and employees lost everything. 

The television premiere of the Oscar-nominated “ENRON: The Smartest Guys in the Room” features a newly filmed conversation with filmmaker Alex Gibney and authors and Fortune reporters Bethany McLean and Peter Elkind reflecting on the events that have occurred since the film was completed. “ENRON” airs Tuesday, April 24, 2007, 10:00-12:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS as a presentation of the Emmy® Award-winning INDEPENDENT LENS, hosted by Terrence Howard. 

Based on the best-selling book The Smartest Guys in the Room by McLean and Elkind and featuring insider accounts and incendiary corporate audio and videotapes, Gibney’s film reveals the almost unimaginable personal excesses of the Enron hierarchy and the utter moral vacuum that posed as corporate philosophy. The film comes to a harrowing dénouement as the audience hears Enron traders’ own voices as they wring hundreds of millions of dollars in profits out of the California energy crisis. As a result, viewers come to understand how the avarice of Enron’s traders and their bosses had a shocking and profound domino effect that may shape the face of America’s economy for years to come.

Says Gibney, “Through Bethany and Peter’s writing I saw that the story of Enron was more than a corporate scandal. I felt that the film would give me an opportunity to explore some larger themes about American culture, the cruelty of our economic system and the way it can be too easily rigged for the benefit of the high and mighty.”

An Emmy® Award-winning writer, producer and director, Alex Gibney recently completed Taxi to the Dark Side, a feature documentary about the war on terror that premieres at the Tribeca film Festival this year. In addition to “ENRON,” Gibney served as the series producer for THE BLUES, an Emmy-nominated series of seven films, in association with executive producer Martin Scorsese. The directors for series were Charles Burnett, Clint Eastwood, Mike Figgis, Marc Levin, Richard Pearce, Martin Scorsese and Wim Wenders. Gibney also produced “The Soul of a Man,” Wim Wenders’ entry in that series (also an official selection at the Cannes Film Festival), and was awarded a Grammy for producing the 5-CD box set based on the series.
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■ The “ENRON” interactive companion Website (pbs.org/enron) features detailed information on the film, including an interview with the filmmaker and links and resources pertaining to the film’s subject matter. The site also features a Talkback section for viewers to share their ideas and opinions, preview clips of the film, and more.


