EXPOSÉ: AMERICA’S INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS
“In a Small Town

Fridays, September 28 and October 5, 2007
10:00-10:30 p.m. ET
– Community Is divided When a Reporter Uncovers Pedophilia, Then Comes Under Attack Himself; Two-Part Episode Goes Inside Extraordinary Investigation That Unearthed Hidden Court Records to Reveal Evidence of Multiple Victims –
In 2005, when the Idaho Falls Post Register ran an investigative series revealing years of alleged pedophile abuse by local Boy Scout leaders, the editors braced themselves for some backlash. But the fallout of the “Scouts’ Honor” stories was far more dramatic than anyone had anticipated. EXPOSÉ, the award-winning PBS documentary series that spotlights some of the most important investigative journalism in America, devotes two episodes to the probe that led to fierce division in a small town, earned prestigious journalism awards and triggered changes in Idaho’s child sexual abuse law. 
“In A Small Town” premieres online Wednesdays, September 26 (part one) and October 3 (part two) at pbs.org/expose. The respective broadcast premieres are Fridays, September 28 and October 5, 2007, 10:00-10:30 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings). Peabody Award-winning journalist Sylvia Chase narrates.

While covering his daily beat, Post Register cops-and-courts reporter Peter Zuckerman, then 25, heard some whispers about a secret court case. But his repeated inquiries yielded only shrugs and denials — until an anonymous tipster met him alone at night in an Idaho Falls park and slipped him a single note that would eventually lead him to sealed court documents. After extensive research and a legal fight to unseal the documents, the Post Register managed to obtain copies of the court records for civil and criminal lawsuits that revealed multiple instances of sexual abuse by local Boy Scout leaders, including the case of a man named Brad Stowell. In 1997 Stowell had been convicted on two counts of sexual abuse of a minor. What was unknown to the public — and what the court records revealed — was that Stowell had admitted under oath in a court deposition in 1999 to molesting two dozen boys beginning as far back as 1988.   
And yet, Zuckerman learned, Brad Stowell remained a Boy Scout leader.
But the story didn’t end there. As Zuckerman continued his reporting, he would discover that the national Boy Scouts of America and its local affiliate, the Grand Teton Council, had hired powerful lawyers to ensure that the public would never have access to the court files and hear the whole story about Stowell. Moreover, one high-level local official of the Mormon Church, which sponsors most of the Grand Teton scout troops, was aware not only of the allegations, but also that Stowell had undergone sex offender counseling.   

The Post Register (circulation 26,000) published Zuckerman’s reports in 2005 and the paper was immediately accused by some in the community of being anti-Mormon, anti-Boy Scout and anti-American. Advertisers canceled ads. The newsroom — staffed by many Mormons and former Scouts or Scout leaders — felt the pressure even when, in an open letter to readers, the paper’s Mormon-born Eagle Scout publisher defended the series.  

Meanwhile, there was a story brewing behind the stories. Reporter Peter Zuckerman is gay — a detail he and the newspaper considered irrelevant to his reporting. But even before the “Scouts’ Honor” stories were published, the Grand Teton Council issued a denial and provided its leadership with guidelines on how to respond to the articles. And when a Forbes 400 multimillionaire local businessman bought a series of ads in the Post Register, essentially outing Zuckerman and decrying what the ads called biased reporting, Zuckerman became part of his own story in a way he had never imagined.
Yet, the Post Register continued to uncover and publish documentation of other local Boy Scout incidents of pedophilia, including that of an individual who was convicted in 1991 of raping boys in Utah.  

Eventually, Zuckerman left Idaho Falls, run out of town by those who opposed his reporting. But his work at the Post Register on the “Scouts’ Honor” series resulted in the public identification of four local pedophiles, and, perhaps even more significant, sparked a successful effort by the victims’ families to change Idaho law and eliminate the statute of limitations on prosecuting perpetrators of child sexual abuse.  
Zuckerman, who received the prestigious Livingston Award, honoring top journalists under the age of 35, for his work on the series, is currently a county reporter at The Oregonian.
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