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EXTINCTION – THE FACTS, 
Presented by Sir David Attenborough, 
Premieres Wednesday, March 31, 2021

Explore the Extinction Crisis and Its Consequences, Including Greater Risk of Global Pandemics


ARLINGTON, VA (February 25, 2021) – Featuring some of the world’s leading scientists, EXTINCTION – THE FACTS is an up-to-the-minute report on what extinction and biodiversity loss mean, not just for the planet, but for us as a species. Presented by Sir David Attenborough, the program reveals how this crisis has grave consequences for us all—threatening food and water security, reducing our ability to control our climate, and putting us at greater risk of deadly pandemic diseases, including COVID-19. It reveals what is happening to the natural world, how human activity drives extinction, and why we haven’t acted sooner to stem these losses. With the world at a critical turning point, EXTINCTION – THE FACTS asks what governments, industries and individuals can do now to change our course. EXTINCTION – THE FACTS premieres Wednesday, March 31, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS, PBS.org and the PBS Video app.

In 2019, the United Nations asked over 500 scientists across the globe to investigate the current state of the natural world. They found that biodiversity is being lost at rates never seen before in human history. One million plant, insect and animal species are now threatened with extinction at a rate at least 100 times faster than the natural evolutionary rate. As the program reveals through the story of the last two remaining Northern White Rhinos, the results can be heartbreaking.
 
But the crisis is about more than the loss of individual species. The evidence shows that the collapse of biodiversity now threatens our own wellbeing. We are losing many of the services that nature provides for us‑—the loss of insects puts pollination and food production at risk, the loss of biodiversity in the soil threatens plant growth. Plants themselves underpin almost everything that we need, yet one in four plants that have been assessed are currently threatened with extinction.  
  
EXTINCTION – THE FACTS examines the many ways that humans are driving this loss of biodiversity. The illegal wildlife trade, overfishing, climate change, pollution and land-use change are all threatening our world’s delicate balance. This destructive relationship with the natural world is linked to the rise of pandemics, as seen in diseases transmitted from animals to humans such as Ebola and coronaviruses like SARS and COVID-19.

As the world’s nations envision a post-pandemic future, many are asking what can be done to stop the loss of biodiversity and make the planet a safer place for all its inhabitants. 
The evidence is that nature can bounce back if the right choices are made at this critical moment. When Sir David visited Rwanda’s mountain gorillas 40 years ago, they were on the brink of extinction, with only around 250 individuals left. But decades of effort from conservationists, governments and the local community turned the tide, and there are now over 1000 mountain gorillas—including descendants of those Sir David met.    

“Over the course of my life, I’ve encountered some of the world’s most remarkable species of animals,” said Sir David Attenborough. “Only now do I realize just how lucky I’ve been. Many of these wonders seem set to disappear from our planet forever. We are facing a crisis and one that has consequences for us all, but it’s not too late. I truly believe that together we can create a better future, if we make the right decisions at this critical moment.”    

“We are honored to present this timely and relevant film from Sir David Attenborough,” said Bill Gardner, VP of Programming & Development for PBS. “The film thoughtfully presents the facts associated with the significant environmental changes occurring on the planet, and we’re hopeful audiences will continue to explore what these facts could mean for our future.”

EXTINCTION – THE FACTS will stream simultaneously with broadcast and be available on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS Video app, available on iOS, Android, Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android TV, Samsung Smart TV and Chromecast.

EXTINCTION – THE FACTS is series produced and directed by Serena Davies. The BBC Commissioning Editor is Jack Bootle. The film is edited by Stephen Moore. Helen Thomas is the executive producer. Executive in charge for PBS is Bill Gardner. The film is a BBC Studios Production for PBS and BBC.  

About PBS
PBS, with more than 330 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and digital content. Each month, PBS reaches over 120 million people through television and 26 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’s broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. Decades of research confirms that PBS’s premier children’s media service, PBS KIDS, helps children build critical literacy, math and social-emotional skills, enabling them to find success in school and life. Delivered through member stations, PBS KIDS offers high-quality educational content on TV— including a 24/7 channel, online at pbskids.org, via an array of mobile apps and in communities across America. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile and connected devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.
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For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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