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Faces of America with Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
Production Biographies 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

Executive Producer, Presenter, Writer
Henry Louis Gates, Jr. is the Alphonse Fletcher University Professor at Harvard University, as well as director of the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for African and African American Research. He is the author of In Search of Our Roots (Crown, 2009), which expands on interviews he conducted for his critically acclaimed multi-part PBS documentary series, African American Lives 1 and 2.

Professor Gates is Editor-in-Chief of TheRoot.com, a daily online magazine focusing on issues of interest to the African American community and written from an African American perspective, and the Oxford African American Studies Center, the first comprehensive scholarly online resource in the field of African American and Africana Studies. He is co-editor, with K. Anthony Appiah, of Africana: The Encyclopedia of the African and African American Experience. With Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, he is the co-editor of the eight-volume biographical encyclopedia African American Lives (Oxford, 2008). 

In addition, Professor Gates is the author of several works of literary criticism, including Figures in Black: Words, Signs and the 'Racial' Self (Oxford University Press, 1987); The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of Afro-American Literary Criticism (Oxford, 1988), winner of the 1989 American Book Award; and Loose Canons: Notes on the Culture Wars (Oxford, 1992).  He is the author of Colored People: A Memoir (Knopf, 1994), which traces his childhood experiences in a small West Virginia town in the 1950s and 1960s; The Future of the Race (Knopf, 1996), co-authored with Cornel West; Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Black Man (Random House, 1997); and Finding Oprah’s Roots, Finding Your Own (Crown, 2007).   
An influential cultural critic, Professor Gates's publications include a 1994 cover story for Time magazine on the new black Renaissance in art, as well as numerous articles for The New Yorker. In addition, he has edited several anthologies, including The Norton Anthology of African American Literature (W.W. Norton, 1996), and The Oxford-Schomburg Library of Nineteenth Century Black Women Writers (Oxford, 1991), and is the co-editor of Transition magazine. Previously for PBS, Professor Gates produced and hosted Wonders of the African World (1999), America Beyond the Color Line (2004), African American Lives (2006), Oprah's Roots (2007), African American Lives 2 (2008), and Looking for Lincoln (2009).

Professor Gates earned his M.A. and Ph.D. in English Literature from Clare College at the University of Cambridge. He received a B.A. in English Language and Literature, summa cum laude, from Yale University in 1973. Before joining the faculty of Harvard in 1991, he taught at Yale, Cornell and Duke Universities. Professor Gates has received 50 honorary degrees, as well as a 1981 MacArthur Foundation "Genius Award," the 1993 George Polk Award for Social Commentary, and the 2008 Ralph Lowell Award, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting’s highest award. In addition, Professor Gates was named one of Time magazine's "25 Most Influential Americans" in 1997, one of Ebony magazine's "100 Most Influential Black Americans" in 2005 and to Ebony’s “Power 150” list for 2009. He received a National Humanities Medal in 1998, and in 1999 was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters. In 2006, he was inducted into the Sons of the American Revolution after tracing his lineage back to John Redman, a Free Negro who fought in the Revolutionary War.


William R. Grant 
Executive Producer 

William R. Grant is director of history, science and nature at WNET.ORG, parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21 in New York.  He joined WNET in 1995, after 12 years at WGBH in Boston, where he was managing editor of Frontline and executive editor of Nova. At WGBH, he also served as executive producer of Living Against the Odds and Made In America? 

At WNET.ORG, Grant is in charge of one of public television’s largest documentary production departments, which brings to national broadcast an average of 60 hours of programs a year in the areas of natural history, science, history, business, travel, and other topics. While at WNET.ORG, he has also been executive producer of Innovation and Going Places and numerous miniseries, including America on Wheels, Savage Skies, Savage Earth, Savage Seas, Knife to the Heart, Stephen Hawking’s Universe, On the Trail of Mark Twain, The American President, In Search of Ancient Ireland, The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow, Slavery and the Making of America, African American Lives, The Supreme Court 1 and 2 and Looking for Lincoln. He has been responsible, as executive in charge of production, for Nature, one of public television’s most watched continuing series, and the miniseries Savage Planet, Secrets of the Dead, Secrets of the Pharaohs, Warship, Africa, 1900 House, Frontier House, Manor House, The Secret Life of the Brain, Colonial House, Texas Ranch House, and Warplane. 

Prior to joining WGBH in 1983, Grant was a reporter and editor for 14 years at two of the nation’s largest daily newspapers – the Detroit Free Press and the San Francisco Chronicle – where his work won numerous awards. In 1979-80 he was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard University. He was inducted into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame in 2001 and, in 2005, was named to the University of Kentucky’s Hall of Distinguished Alumni. 

Programs produced under his supervision have won 13 national News and Documentary Emmy Awards, including one for the 2005 series Slavery and the Making of America, and one for the 2004 series DNA, and six George Foster Peabody awards, including one for the 2002 series The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow. 
Peter W. Kunhardt 
Executive Producer 

Peter Kunhardt, a 10-year veteran of ABC News, executive-produced the two critically acclaimed PBS series African American Lives (2006, 2008). In 1987 he formed Kunhardt Productions which is now Kunhardt McGee Productions. Kunhardt is co-author of Looking for Lincoln: The Making of an American Icon, the sequel to the 1991 best selling book Lincoln: An Illustrated Biography. He served as producer and director of the ABC miniseries Lincoln. During the past two decades he has won three Emmy Awards and overseen more than 120 hours of programming for PBS, the networks and cable.
Dyllan McGee  

Executive Producer 

Dyllan McGee joined Kunhardt Productions (now Kunhardt McGee Productions) in 1993 and now serves as Executive Producer for all documentary and web programming. Recent documentary projects include: Teddy: In His Own Words (HBO); This Emotional Life (PBS); African American Lives 1 and 2 (PBS); Oprah's Roots (PBS); The American President (PBS), and In Memoriam (HBO). From 2003 to 2005 Dyllan served as the Director of Content and Operations for the International Freedom Center on Ground Zero in New York, a cultural institution that was proposed as part of the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation's redevelopment of the World Trade Center site.  In addition to her film work, McGee also serves as the Executive Director of The Gordon Parks Foundation and the Meserve-Kunhardt Foundation, both not-for-profit organizations with a focus on photography.  From 1997 to 2007 she served on the Board of Directors for The Taft School. She lives in Katonah, NY with her husband and two sons.

Barak Goodman 
Senior Producer 

Barak Goodman’s films have been nominated for an Academy Award® and won multiple Emmys and Writers Guild Awards, the DuPont-Columbia, and Peabody Awards, the RFK Journalism Prize, and twice been official selections at the Sundance Film Festival. His films appear regularly on PBS series’ Frontline and American Experience. Among his many credits as a producer, director and writer are A Hidden Life, Merchants of Cool, The Persuaders, Kinsey, The Fight, and Scottsboro: An American Tragedy. He is the founder with his wife Rachel Dretzin of Ark Media, LLC (Ark_Media.net).
Sue Williams 
Senior Producer

Sue Williams has produced, written and directed award-winning films for PBS on a range of subjects, including biographies of Eleanor Roosevelt and Mary Pickford for the series American Experience, a trilogy of historical specials about 20th century China, as well as China in the Red and Young & Restless in China for Frontline. Her films have appeared in numerous film festivals in the US and abroad and have aired in more than 25 countries around the world. She is the president and creative director of Ambrica Productions.  
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