FERRETS

THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE
Ferret Background Information
The domestic ferret has become the third most popular interactive household pet in the USA. Ferrets are mammals (not rodents) and are the only domesticated member of the Mustelidae family of carnivores. Cousins of the ferret include the otter, weasel, mink, ermine, skunk and European polecat.

The Latin name for ferret (Mustela furo putorius) roughly translates to “smelly weasel thief.”

Ferrets come in a variety of colors including Albinos (white with ruby eyes), sable (with raccoon-like mask), chocolate (brown), silver, and cinnamon.

Ferret shows are popular in Europe, Japan and more recently the United States. The Ferret Buckeye Bash is part of the American Ferret Association’s show system. It is run by the Heart of Ohio Ferret Association and Rescue – a ferret shelter dedicated to the promotion of the domesticated ferret and the provision of up-to-date information and support to ferret owners, pet stores, humane societies, veterinarians and the general public.
There are many associations and societies dedicated to the support and protection of domesticated ferrets, including the American Ferret Association.
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