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THE FIDEL CASTRO TAPES Reveals Rare Media Reports,

Recordings and Images from Cuba to tell Castro’s Life Story

Premieres Tuesday, September 2, 2014

9:00-10:00 p.m. ET on PBS
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ARLINGTON, VA:  JULY XX, 2014 -- PBS, in conjunction with 1895 Films, announced today the broadcast of THE FIDEL CASTRO TAPES, a special that uses rarely- and never-before-seen  images to tell the life story of the controversial leader of Cuba. The program, airing Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2014, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET on PBS, brings Castro’s tumultuous career to life.

To some an icon of resistance and to others the very face of dictatorial oppression, Fidel Castro was one of the most provocative political figures of the 20th century.  THE FIDEL CASTRO TAPES chronicles how his drive and charisma catapulted him to power in Cuba and how he used these traits to maintain control of his country for nearly five decades and capture the attention of the world.
Instead of telling his story through interviews, the program relies solely on media reports, rare images and recordings to document Castro’s turbulent life. In addition, the program features footage obtained from several Cuban archives.

By using an “in the moment” style of storytelling, THE FIDEL CASTRO TAPES gives viewers a sense of being present during the most significant moments of Castro’s career — and gives remarkable insight into his personality.  The film details how Castro gained control of his island nation and  how he tried — and failed — to win the friendship of the United States, showing why relations with the U.S. deteriorated as it became obvious that many members of Castro’s ruling party were Communist.  

Because of the Communist threat, the U.S. banned importation of Cuban sugar — the main economic engine in Cuba. In response, Castro seized all American-held businesses in his country, including sugar plantations, and, as a result, the U.S. issued an embargo on all Cuban goods, an embargo still in force today.

From the failed U.S.-backed invasion of Cuba at the Bay of Pigs and the tense stand-off of the Cuban Missile Crisis, to the collapse of the Soviet Union and the financial destruction that came with it, the film examines Castro’s tumultuous career and his resilient hold on power.
THE FIDEL CASTRO TAPES also covers watershed events in Castro’s career such as the Mariel Boatlift, the downing of two U.S. civilian planes, and the custody battle between Castro and the United States over the fate of six-year-old Cuban refugee Elian Gonzalez.
Finally, the program follows Castro’s declining health, his decision to cede power to his brother, Raul, and Raul’s efforts to continue Fidel’s legacy. The film shows that even though Castro is now out of the public eye, he remains the most prominent figure in Cuba’s history. THE FIDEL CASTRO TAPES brings to life, in vivid detail, the career of a man who is at once described as both a pariah and a legend. 

THE FIDEL CASTRO TAPES is produced and directed by Tom Jennings for 1895 Films.

About 1895 Films 
1895 Films is a boutique company that specializes in high-quality documentary and television production. Formed in 2011 in conjunction with Tom Jennings Productions, 1895 Films is an award-winning group of professionals who push the boundaries of storytelling and filmmaking. With this vision in mind, 1895 Films believes anything in the world of documentary production is possible.   
About PBS
PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 109 million people through television and over 28 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS PressRoom on Twitter.
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CONTACTS: Lara Davidson, PBS, 703-739-5115; lkdavidson@pbs.org
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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