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In Their Own Words

Founding Fathers’ Quotations from the Film

Thomas Jefferson (1743–1826)
“Our particular principles of religion are a subject of accountability to our God alone.  I inquire after no man’s, and trouble none with mine.” —Thomas Jefferson
“What does it matter whether my neighbor believes in twenty gods or no God?  What does it hurt me?”
—Thomas Jefferson

“Well, religion is no more important to our civic rights than our beliefs in geometry and physics.”
—Thomas Jefferson
“I am a real Christian because I believe in Jesus’ morality.” —Thomas Jefferson
“I am a sect by myself, as far as I know.” —Thomas Jefferson



himself and his friends, “What does it matter whether my neighbor 

believes in twenty gods or no God?  What does it hurt me?”
“Almighty God hath created the mind free.  No man shall suffer on account of his religious opinions or belief but all men shall be free to profess their opinions in matters of religion.  Truth is great and will prevail if left to herself.” —Thomas Jefferson
“To compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of religious opinions which he disbelieves and deplores is sinful and tyrannical.” —Thomas Jefferson

“If the freedom for religion, guaranteed to us by law in theory, can ever rise in practice under the overbearing inquisition of public opinion, truth will prevail over fanaticism.” —Thomas Jefferson

“All men shall be free to profess and by argument to maintain their opinions in matters of religion.”

—Thomas Jefferson
Benjamin Franklin (1706–1790)
[Franklin directs his words to General Washington] “I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth — that God governs in the affairs of men.” —Benjamin Franklin

“I therefore beg leave to move that henceforth prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven and blessings on our deliberations be held in this Assembly each morning before we proceed to our business.” —Benjamin Franklin

“The Convention, except three or four persons, thought prayers unnecessary!” —Benjamin Franklin

“I never was without some religious principles. I never doubted, for instance, the existence of the Deity; that He made the world, and governed it by His providence; [and] that the most acceptable service of God was the doing good to man.”—Benjamin Franklin
John Adams (1735–1826)
“The study of theology and the pursuit of it as a profession would involve me in endless altercations and make my life miserable.” —John Adams
“Ask me not, then, whether I am a Catholic or a Protestant, Calvinist or Armenian.  As far as they are Christians, I wish to be a fellow-disciple with them all.” —John Adams
“Without religion this world would be something not fit to be mentioned in polite company. I mean Hell.”
—John Adams
“They thought themselves bound to pray for the king and queen and all the royal family and all in authority under them as ministers ordained of God for their good.  But when they saw those powers bent upon the destruction of all the securities of their lives — liberties and properties — they thought it their duty to pray for the continental congress.” —John Adams
“[The motion] was opposed because we were so divided in religious sentiments — some were Episcopalians, some Quakers, some Anabaptists, some Presbyterians, and some Congregationalists — so that we could not join in the same act of worship.” —John Adams
“We must remember this was the next morning after we heard the horrible rumor of the cannonade of Boston.  I never saw a greater affect upon an audience.  It seemed as if heaven had ordained that psalm to be read on that morning.” —John Adams
“Now, my friend Jefferson ... there is now, ever will be, and never was, but one being who can understand the universe.  And that it is not only vain, but wicked, for insects to pretend to comprehend it.” —John Adams
George Washington (1732–1799)
“I trust the people of every denomination will be convinced that I shall always strive to prove a faithful and impartial patron of genuine, vital religion. No one would be more zealous than myself to establish effectual barriers against the horrors of spiritual tyranny and every species of religious persecution.”
—George Washington 
“As far as lays in your power, you are to protect and support the free exercise of the religion of the country and the undisturbed enjoyment of conscience in religious matters, with your utmost influence and authority.”

—George Washington 
“I would ask you to avoid all disrespect to, or contempt of, the religion of this country and its ceremonies.”

—George Washington

“I was but the humble AGENT of favoring heaven, whose benign interference was so often manifested in our behalf, and to whom the praise of victory alone is due.” —George Washington

“In no instance, since the commencement of the war, has the interposition of Providence appeared more remarkably conspicuous than in the rescue of the post and garrison of West Point from Arnold’s villainous perfidy.” —George Washington

“For happily the Government of the United States, which gives to bigotry no sanction . . . to persecution no assistance, requires only that they who live under its protection should demean themselves as good citizens.”
—George Washington

“I anticipate with pleasing expectation that retreat in which I promise myself the sweet enjoyment of good laws under a free government.” —George Washington

Samuel Adams (1722–1803)
“Much more is to be dreaded from the growth of Popery in America, than from Stamp Acts or any other Acts destructive of men’s civil rights.” —Samuel Adams

“Sir, I am no bigot. Now I can hear a prayer from a gentleman of piety and virtue, who is at the same time a friend of my country.” —Samuel Adams

John Dickinson (1732–1808)
“What is offered to you by the late act of parliament?  Liberty of conscience in your religion?  No. God gave it to you.” —John Dickinson
George Mason (1725–1792)
 “All men should enjoy the fullest toleration in the exercise of religion, unpunished and unrestrained.”
—George Mason
James Madison (1751–1836)
“That diabolical, hell-conceived principle of persecution rages [here in Virginia] . . . . There are five or six well-meaning men in close jail for publishing their religious sentiments. So I must beg you to pray for liberty of conscience for all.”—James Madison

“Religion can be directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence; and therefore, all men are equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates of conscience.”
—James Madison
“It is the mutual duty of all to practice Christian forbearance, love, and charity towards each other.”
—James Madison
“The state had no authority to involve itself in religion.” —James Madison   

“We have in this country extinguished forever the ambitious hope of making laws for the human mind.” —James Madison
“It is impossible for the man of pious reflection not to perceive in [the Constitution] a finger of that Almighty hand which has been extended to our relief in the revolution.” —James Madison
“I am far from desponding of the great political experiment in the hands of the American people.  Much has already been gained.  Much may be expected.” —James Madison
Patrick Henry (1736–1799)
“I beg to differ with you, Mr. Madison — the people of Virginia insist there be a list of assured individual liberties.” —Patrick Henry

Charles Pinckney (1757–1824)
 “And so I propose that no religious test should be required as a qualification to serve in public office or the other public trusts.” —Charles Pinckney

