FREE SPEECH: JIM LEHRER WITH BEN BRADLEE
– Special Takes a Candid and Often Witty Look at Current Issues Facing Journalism –
Ben Bradlee — irreverent, charismatic and in a league all his own — has played a key role in some of journalism’s landmark events, including coverage of the Watergate scandal that brought down the Nixon presidency and only recently culminated in the revelation of the identity of “Deep Throat.”

FREE SPEECH: JIM LEHRER WITH BEN BRADLEE, a special that explores journalism through the eyes and experiences of one of America’s most respected newspaper editors, airs on PBS on Monday, June 19, 2006, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings).
Bradlee has been directly involved in some of journalism’s landmark events, including the decision, along with Washington Post publisher Katherine Graham, to release the Pentagon Papers; Watergate; and the painful story of Post reporter Janet Cooke, who was forced to return a Pulitzer Prize after she confessed to fabricating a story.  

Against the background of Bradlee’s exceptional career, Jim Lehrer and Ben Bradlee take a candid and often witty look at current issues facing journalism, including anonymous sources; integrity and balance; professional malfeasance and correcting mistakes; the decline of respect currently facing journalism; and regaining the public’s trust.
Bradlee also reflects on his remarkable career and the people he has known — including some of the nation’s most compelling figures, such as President John F. Kennedy.

Jim Lehrer, anchor and executive editor of THE NEWSHOUR WITH JIM LEHRER, is one of the most respected figures in journalism and has been honored with numerous awards, including a presidential National Humanities Medal in 1999. In the last four presidential elections, Lehrer moderated 10 of the nationally televised candidate debates.

Underwriters: Archer Daniels Midland Company, Pew Charitable Trusts and Billy Rose Foundation. Producers: MacNeil/Lehrer Productions and WETA Washington, DC. Executive producer: Les Crystal. Producer: Susan Mills. Format: CC Stereo. Online: pbs.org
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CONTACT: Anne Bell, MacNeil/Lehrer Productions, Tel.: 703//998-2175; Fax: 703/998-5707; abell@newshour.org
The FREE SPEECH companion Web site (pbs.org/newshour/bradlee) will offer additional materials, such as backgrounders on some of the major events in which Bradlee participated (the Pentagon Papers, Watergate, Janet Cooke, etc), an interactive timeline of Ben Bradlee’s career and educational materials such as a “you be the editor” feature. 

