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9:00-10:00 p.m. ET
– FRONTLINE/World Investigates Alleged Terror Cell in North America;
And Goes Behind the Scenes of Moscow’s Sex and the City –
FRONTLINE/World returns with three new “stories from a small planet,” airing Tuesday, January 30, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET on PBS.
The Cell Next Door

Canada: This past summer, 18 young men in Toronto and two in Atlanta were arrested on terrorism charges, accused of plotting to blow up buildings, behead members of the Canadian parliament and of attending a terror-training camp in Ontario. Even more disturbing, many of the accused had grown up in stable, middle-class homes in Canada and the United States, attended local high schools and came from families of religious and political moderates. 

FRONTLINE/World and the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s investigative program “The Fifth Estate” go inside this alleged terror cell, interviewing the police informant who helped break the case, as well as national security experts and members of the suspects’ families and communities, in “The Cell Next Door.”
Informant Mubin Shaikh, a fundamentalist Muslim, recalls a conversation with one of the alleged terrorists: “He had a detonator with him that he made, and he said that he could build a bomb, right now if he wanted to. . .” At that moment, Shaikh was convinced that his decision to work for the security service was justified. “I mean the damage that this would do to Islam, to the Muslims here.” 

The investigation of the alleged “cell next door” in Canada reveals a disturbing trajectory in which extremist groups flood cyberspace with Jihadist propaganda projecting Muslim suffering into often comfortable Muslim neighborhoods in Canada, Europe and the United States. These exhortations by bin Laden and others are designed to provoke violent action by conscientious young Muslims, and the messages, sometimes accompanied by support from a local or visiting guru or cleric, appear to be having some success. Parents and friends are often the last to know about the shift in attitude.

According to the FBI, al Qaeda rhetoric reached two young Atlanta men, and the two started making friends in Toronto through the Internet. In March 2005, the two Americans boarded a Greyhound bus for Toronto, to meet their new Canadian friends and continue discussions face to face. What they did not know was that an international antiterrorism task force including the FBI and the Canadian Intelligence Service had been closely monitoring their Canadian friends for quite some time. 

Moscow’s Sex and the City

Russia: Today in Moscow, women are making more money than ever before, and the ranks of financially independent, single women are growing fast. There is even a television show that reflects this growing trend — it’s called “Balzac Age” and its tagline is “All men are bastards.” The show is Moscow’s answer to the HBO hit comedy, “Sex and the City.”  The title is drawn from Honoré de Balzac’s 19th-century French novel, A Woman of Thirty. In today’s Russia, the epithet “old maid” has been replaced with the more literary, “a woman of Balzac-age,” but it still means the same thing.

“Moscow’s Sex and the City,” a broadcast documentary, goes behind the scenes with the actresses of Moscow’s hit comedy to explore what it means to be an unmarried Russian woman over 30.  The documentary also offers a glimpse into the lives of three real-life single women of “Balzac Age” to examine how societal changes and financial successes are affecting their relationships with the opposite sex.  “I wanted to meet real Russian women and see if their lives are anything like those of the fictional characters in ‘Balzac Age,’” says producer Victoria Gamburg, “I thought I’d meet women who are frantically searching for husbands, but instead, I met a lot of women who are happy being single.” 

Clean Water Is Child’s Play

South Africa: FRONTLINE/World reporter Amy Costello of Public Radio International travels to South Africa to investigate a remarkable invention that may revolutionize the supply of clean water to poor communities: a schoolyard merry-go-round that drives a water pump. The system supplies a day’s water for a village of 2,000 people — through the spontaneous play of schoolchildren. This is no small achievement –– in rural villages across South Africa, some five million people do not have access to clean drinking water. Costello visits a small village to document the installation of a new pump. A crew bores 40 meters into the ground until they hit the fresh water table below. Once the pump is in place, dozens of children show up to play — pumping cool, clean water to the surface as they spin. 

Since the program first aired on FRONTLINE/World, Play Pumps International has become a celebrity cause. First Lady Laura Bush joined former President Bill Clinton to announce a $16.1 million grant from the Case Foundation and the U.S. government, while rapper Jay-Z has raised $400,000 from his Clean Water concert tour. The goal is to install 4,000 new play pumps across Africa, providing clean water for 10 million people.
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