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Guest Biographies: Barbara Walters and Geoffrey Canada

Barbara Walters
ABC News correspondent; “The Barbara Walters Specials”;
Creator, co-host and executive producer of ABC Daytime’s “The View”

Barbara Walters has arguably interviewed more statesmen and stars than any other journalist in history. She is so well known that her name and a brief biography is listed in the American Heritage Dictionary.
	In September 2004, after 25 years as co-host and chief correspondent of ABC News’ “20/20,” Ms. Walters left the show to begin a new phase in her career at the network. She remains an active member of the news division and network, substantially increasing the number of primetime ABC News specials, in addition to her “Barbara Walters Specials.” Ms. Walters joined ABC News in 1976 as the first woman to co-host the network news.
In her final season, Barbara Walters’ “20/20” newsmaker exclusives included the coveted first interview with Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton regarding her highly-anticipated autobiography; the first with Martha Stewart before her trial and then again immediately following sentencing; traveling to Cuba to interview President Fidel Castro 25 years after their first headline-making interview; former Vice President Al Gore in his first formal interview since the controversial 2000 Presidential election; President and Mrs. Bush, who gave “20/20” the first look at the White House at Christmas; a candid conversation with media phenoms The Osbournes; and actor Robert Blake, who spoke out for the first time since being arrested for the murder of his wife. Walters also tackled tough issues surrounding the war with Iraq, including reports on Iraqi women and children who lived through the first Persian Gulf war and now live in America.
	Through the years she has interviewed such world figures as Russia’s Boris Yeltsin, China’s Premier Jiang Zemin, Great Britain’s former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, Libya’s Moammar Qadaffi and Iraq’s President Sadaam Hussein. She was also the first American journalist to interview Russia’s President Vladimir Putin and the first interview with President and Mrs. Bush following September 11. 
At the other extreme, in 1999 Ms. Walters conducted the first interview with Monica Lewinsky, which became the highest-rated news program ever broadcast by a single network. 
She has interviewed every American President and First Lady since Richard Nixon. She made journalism history by arranging the first joint interview with Egypt’s President Anwar Sadat and Israel’s Prime Minister Menachem Begin in November, 1977. Another of her “firsts” was an hour-long primetime conversation with Cuban President Fidel Castro -- an interview which has been printed in half a dozen languages and shown all over the world.
	“The Barbara Walters Specials” are continuously the top-rated specials of the year and have included such legends as Sir Laurence Olivier, Bing Crosby, John Wayne, Bette Davis and Audrey Hepburn and have included such superstars as Simon Cowell, Betty White, Katy Perry Ford, David and Victoria Beckham, Justin Timberlake and George Clooney. In March 2010, Ms. Walters’ hosted her final Oscar special after 29 successful years. Ms. Walters’ “The 10 Most Fascinating People” special broadcast, launched in 1993, offers a year-end review of the most prominent newsmakers of the year, as well as the selection of the “most fascinating” person. 
Ms. Walters’ is also creator, co-owner, executive producer and co-host of “The View,” recipient of the 2003 Daytime Emmy® Award for “Outstanding Talk Show.” In August 2009, “The View” hosts received a Daytime Emmy Award for Outstanding Talk Show Host. It was the first time in the 36 year history of NATAS that multiple talk show hosts received this honor. In May 2009, “The View” hosts were chosen as one of the “100 Most Influential People in the World” by Time. In July, 2009 Forbes ranked “The View” #11 among “30 of the Most Influential Women in Media.”
Prior to joining ABC she appeared on NBC’s “Today Show” for 15 years. She began as a writer on the “Today Show,” and within a year became a reporter-at-large, developing, writing and editing her own reports and interviews. In 1963 she became a co-host of the program without the official title, but in 1974 NBC officially designated her as the program’s first female co-host.
	Ms. Walters was a member of the NBC News team that went to the People’s Republic of China to cover the visits of President Richard Nixon in 1972 and President Gerald Ford in 1975. In addition to the “Today Show,” for five years Ms. Walters also hosted her own popular syndicated series, “Not for Women Only.” The program went off the air when she left for ABC. Early in her career she was a writer for CBS News and, before that, she was the youngest producer with NBC-TV’s New York station (WNBC-TV).
	Ms. Walters is a New York Times best selling author for her very personal and revealing memoir “Audition,” released in 2008. 
	Over the years Ms. Walters has received national recognition for her work and has been the recipient of numerous prestigious honors and awards. Among these are:
· Induction into the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences’ Hall of Fame “for being acknowledged worldwide as one of television’s most respected interviewers and journalists,” 1990.
· Induction into the Museum of Television and Radio in Los Angeles, 2004.
· The Lowell Thomas Award for a career in journalism excellence by Marist College, 1990
· The Overseas Press Club’s highest award, the President’s Award, 1988
· Salute by the American Museum of the Moving Image, March 19, 1992
· Lifetime Achievement Award, International Women’s Media Foundation, 1991
· Lifetime Achievement Award, Women’s Project and Productions, 1993
· Honored by the Museum of Television & Radio for her contributions to broadcast journalism, 1996
· The Muse Award from NY Women in Film and Television, 1997
· Lifetime Achievement Award, National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, 2000 Daytime Emmy Awards
· 2003 Daytime Emmy Award for “The View” (“Outstanding Talk Show”); executive producer 
· Rang the closing bell at the New York Stock Exchange in honor of “The View’s” 2000th show
· In 2001 Ms. Walters was honored with a wax portrait made in her likeness that resides at Madame Tussauds in New York City 
· Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, 2007
· Lifetime Achievement Award, National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, 2009 News and Documentary Emmy Awards
· 2009 Daytime Emmy Award for “The View” (Outstanding Talk Show Host)
	Ms. Walters is the recipient of honorary doctoral degrees from Sarah Lawrence, her alma mater, as well as Ohio State University, Temple University, Marymount College, Wheaton College, Hofstra University and Ben-Gurion University in Jerusalem.
	A native of Boston, Ms. Walters is the daughter of the famed entertainment impresario Lou Walters and has one daughter.


Geoffrey Canada
President and Chief Executive Officer for Harlem Children’s Zone


In his 25-plus years with the Harlem Children's Zone, Geoffrey Canada has become recognized internationally for his pioneering work helping children and families in Harlem and as a passionate advocate for education reform. 
	Since 1990, Mr. Canada has been the President and Chief Executive Officer for Harlem Children’s Zone, which The New York Times Magazine called “one of the most ambitious social experiments of our time.” In May 2011, Mr. Canada was named to the TIME 100 list of most-influential people in the world.
	In 1997, the agency launched the Harlem Children’s Zone Project, which targets a specific area in Central Harlem with a comprehensive range of services. The Zone Project today covers 100 blocks and aims to serve more than 10,000 children.
	The New York Times Magazine said the Zone Project “combines educational, social and medical services. It starts at birth and follows children to college. It meshes those services into an interlocking web, and then it drops that web over an entire neighborhood….The objective is to create a safety net woven so tightly that children in the neighborhood just can’t slip through.”
	The HCZ Project is the model for the Federal Promise Neighborhoods initiative. President Barack Obama called HCZ “an all-encompassing, all-hands-on-deck, anti-poverty effort that is literally saving a generation of children,” and U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan called Mr. Canada “an extraordinary innovator and one of my heroes.”
	Delegations from around the world have visited the Harlem Children’s Zone to learn about its comprehensive model, from Iceland to New Zealand, from Boston to the Cherokee Nation in Oklahoma. 
	The work of Mr. Canada and HCZ has become a national model and has been the subject of many profiles in the media.  Their work has been featured in the documentary Waiting for “Superman,” as well as on 60 Minutes, The Oprah Winfrey Show, Black in America 2, Nightline, The Charlie Rose Show,  This American Life, and articles in The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, Forbes, and The Associated Press.
In September 2008, Houghton-Mifflin published Whatever It Takes, by Paul Tough, a detailed look at the work of Mr. Canada and the Harlem Children’s Zone.
	Mr. Canada grew up in the South Bronx in a poor, sometimes-violent neighborhood.  Despite his troubled surroundings, Mr. Canada was able to succeed academically, receiving a bachelor’s degree from Bowdoin College and a master’s degree in education from the Harvard School of Education. After graduating from Harvard, Mr. Canada decided to work to help children who, like himself, were disadvantaged by their lives in poor, embattled neighborhoods.
	Drawing upon his own childhood experiences and at the Harlem Children’s Zone, Mr. Canada has written two books: Fist Stick Knife Gun: A Personal History of Violence in America, published in 1995 by Beacon Press (and reissued as a graphic novel in 2010), and Reaching Up for Manhood: Transforming the Lives of Boys in America, published in 1998 by Beacon Press.  In its review of Fist Stick Knife Gun, the magazine Publishers Weekly said, “a more powerful depiction of the tragic life of urban children and a more compelling plea to end ‘America's war against itself’ cannot be imagined.”
	For his years of work advocating for children and families in some of America’s most-devastated communities, Mr. Canada was a recipient of the first Heinz Award in 1994. In 2004, he was given the Harold W. McGraw Jr. Prize in Education and Child Magazine’s Children’s Champion Award. He received the 2009 John W. Gardner Leadership Award from the Independent Sector and the 2008 Posey Leadership Award from Austin College. He also was given the 2011 William E. Simon Prize for Lifetime Achievement in Social Entrepreneurship. 
He has also received the Heroes of the Year Award from the Robin Hood Foundation, The Jefferson Award for Public Service, the Spirit of the City Award from the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, the Brennan Legacy Award from New York University and the Common Good Award from Bowdoin College. He has received honorary degrees from Harvard University, Bowdoin College, John Jay College, and Bank Street College.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]	In 2006, Mr. Canada was selected by New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg as co-chair of The Commission on Economic Opportunity, which was asked to formulate a plan to significantly reduce poverty. In 2011, he was appointed to the New York State Governor's Council of Economic and Fiscal Advisors.
	Mr. Canada joined Harlem Children’s Zone, Inc. (then called the Rheedlen Foundation) in 1983, as Education Director.  Prior to that, he worked as Director of the Robert White School, a private day school for troubled inner-city youth in Boston.
	The National Book Award-winning author Jonathan Kozol called Mr. Canada, “One of the few authentic heroes of New York and one of the best friends children have, or ever will have, in our nation.”
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