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– FRONTLINE Examines a Resource War in Alaska: Wild Salmon Versus Copper and Gold –
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The fish or the mine? It’s a question that divides Bristol Bay, Alaska. This pristine region is home to one of the world’s largest salmon ecosystems. Wild sockeye salmon have sustained a commercial and sports fishery worth hundreds of millions of dollars a year, and they’ve fed the indigenous people of the area for millennia. Yet the headwaters of this fishery are also where geologists have discovered one of the largest known copper and gold deposits in the world — valued at up to a half-trillion dollars. Plans by a consortium of foreign mining companies to build one of the largest open pit mines in the world have thrown the region into turmoil, sparking debate from Anchorage to Washington, D.C.

In “Alaska Gold,” airing Tuesday, July 24, 2012, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings), FRONTLINE investigates the contest between the incomparable riches of the Pebble deposit and Bristol Bay’s wild salmon fishery, and explores whether they can coexist. Supporters of the project say the mine would provide a vast source of domestic copper that is vital to our modern economy and create thousands of jobs in an economically impoverished area of Alaska. Opponents say the mine would create billions of tons of toxic waste and risk devastating one of the last and best managed sustainable wild salmon fisheries on the planet. 

FRONTLINE talks to those whose livelihood and culture are inextricably linked with the fishery, the geologists and mining executives who discovered and are developing the mine, and the regulators and politicians who will ultimately decide the fate of Bristol Bay.

“Alaska Gold” is a FRONTLINE production with Kenneth Levis Productions, LLC. It is produced and written by Kenneth Levis and co-produced by Aaron Ernst with additional producing by Travis Rummel and Ben Knight. The reporter is Blaine Harden. Director of photography is Ben Knight.  The series senior producer of FRONTLINE is Raney Aronson-Rath. The executive producer of FRONTLINE is David Fanning.

FRONTLINE is produced by WGBH Boston and is broadcast nationwide on PBS. Funding for FRONTLINE is provided through the support of PBS viewers and by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Major funding for FRONTLINE is provided by The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and by Reva and David Logan. Additional funding is provided by the Park Foundation and by the FRONTLINE Journalism Fund. FRONTLINE is closed-captioned for deaf and hard-of-hearing viewers by the Media Access Group at WGBH. FRONTLINE is a registered trademark of the WGBH Educational Foundation.

www.pbs.org/frontline/alaska-gold


About PBS
PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 123 million people through television and more than 21 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.
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CONTACTS:  Pam Johnston, WGBH, 617-300-3500; pam_johnston@wgbh.org

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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