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FRONTLINE Premieres Its monthly magazine show WITH THREE new stories and Investigations
FRONTLINE Presents

Are We Safer?

Tuesday, January 18, 2011, at 9 p.m. ET on PBS

http://www.pbs.org/frontline/are-we-safer/
www.facebook.com/frontlinepbs

      Twitter: @frontlinepbs

Nearly three decades after FRONTLINE’s debut was hailed as “the last best hope for broadcast documentaries,” America’s flagship public affairs series is premiering a hard-hitting new monthly magazine program—a key part of an ongoing effort to remake the series for the digital age.

Debuting Tuesday, Jan. 18, 2011, at 9 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings), the new magazine series will extend FRONTLINE’s award-winning brand of broadcast journalism with more “fast turnaround” news reports and timely investigations airing throughout FRONTLINE’s new year-round schedule. 

The magazine series will also continue FRONTLINE’s innovation online, with a regular stream of Web-original video and reporting, as well as a social media strategy designed to engage a new audience across digital platforms where the conversation is increasingly taking place.
The magazine series launches with the latest from Pulitzer Prize-winning Washington Post reporter Dana Priest, who investigates the sprawling terrorism-industrial complex that has grown up in the wake of 9/11. Her report, Are We Safer?—produced and directed by FRONTLINE veteran Michael Kirk (The Warning, Obama’s Deal)—explores the growing reach of homeland security into the lives of ordinary Americans.

Priest examines Maryland, for example. Here, Gov. Martin O’Malley tells FRONTLINE how the Department of Homeland Security backed his state’s efforts to track down terrorists, funding the creation of a “fusion center” to bring together data from new high-tech devices like license plate readers and CCTV cameras on street corners, and to combine it with the databases of local police and the federal government. 

The problem, Priest finds, is that, nine years after 9/11, Maryland, like so many states, has yet to use its vast anti-terror apparatus to capture any terrorists. Rather, it’s built a massive database that collects, stores and analyzes information on thousands of U.S. citizens and residents, many of whom have not been accused of any wrongdoing. 

Also in this debut hour: Correspondent Miles O’Brien follows up on last year’s eye-opening investigation of how major airlines outsource flights to regional airlines—Flying Cheap—with a look at another disturbing trend: the outsourcing of major airline repair work to lower-cost independent maintenance operations abroad and here in the U.S. 

This FRONTLINE investigation focuses on a contract maintenance facility in Alabama, which now does heavy repair work for several major airlines, including United Airlines, Delta Air Lines and US Airways. Through interviews with company mechanics and an examination of both government and company records, the investigation raises serious questions about the quality and experience of the workforce; the use of foreign workers with limited English proficiency; and the alleged use of unauthorized airline parts. One veteran FAA inspector concludes, “Something’s seriously wrong here, and we need to investigate this.” 

FRONTLINE’s new magazine programs will cover domestic and international stories, culture as well as politics. With each program, FRONTLINE will also launch an original Web-exclusive video. As part of the magazine debut, FRONTLINE will post online the latest from journalist Stephen Grey, who’s spent years reporting on the complicated fate of one town in Afghanistan, where a very high-profile attempt to achieve several key aims of U.S. counterinsurgency policy has yielded some very tough and timely lessons for American commanders.
In order to engage more with our viewers and expand the interactive experience, FRONTLINE will be tweeting during the broadcasts and hosting open chats with producers on our website following the broadcast. Viewers on air and online will be able to follow our reports as they take shape, as FRONTLINE reporters tweet and post dispatches along the way to broadcast.

Another addition to FRONTLINE’s year-round presence is our new Twitter “beat” initiative. In an effort to expand the conversation beyond the broadcast, this fall FRONTLINE rolled out four “micro-feeds” focusing on topics critical to the series—from conflict zones and national security to the changing landscape of journalism in the digital age. These beats are sharing content from inside FRONTLINE, but also spotlighting work from contributors across the Web. The Twitter beats are: 


Conflict Zones & Critical Threats (@FrontlineCZCT), which navigates coverage of national security, conflict zones & critical threats.
Media Watchers (@FrontlineMW), which tracks news innovation and the changing landscape of journalism.
Investigations (@FrontlineINVSTG), which covers true crime, corruption, and justice—spotlighting the best investigative reporting. 
International (@FrontlineWRLD), which covers international issues from development and human rights to elections and the global economy. 
 

The new expanded FRONTLINE will build on and increase its partnerships with public media institutions and journalism schools like NPR, ProPublica, UC Berkeley Graduate School of Journalism, American University’s Investigative Reporting Workshop, the Center for Public Integrity and the Center for Investigative Reporting, among others. These partnerships will enhance FRONTLINE’s investigative reporting resources and expand the series’ ability to develop a digital-age generation of younger and more diverse reporters, doing innovative work both online and for broadcast.

Are We Safer? is a FRONTLINE co-production with Kirk Documentary Group, Ltd. The writer and director is Michael Kirk. The producers are Michael Kirk and Jim Gilmore. The reporter is Dana Priest.

Flying Cheaper is a FRONTLINE co-production with the American University School of Communication’s Investigative Reporting Workshop. The producers are Rick Young and Catherine Rentz. The writer is Rick Young. The correspondent is Miles O’Brien.

FRONTLINE is produced by WGBH Boston and is broadcast nationwide on PBS. Funding for FRONTLINE is provided through the support of PBS viewers and by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Major funding for FRONTLINE is provided by The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and by Reva and David Logan. Additional funding is provided by the Park Foundation and by the FRONTLINE Journalism Fund. Major funding for FRONTLINE’s expanded broadcast season is provided by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. FRONTLINE is closed-captioned for deaf and hard-of-hearing viewers by the Media Access Group at WGBH. FRONTLINE is a registered trademark of the WGBH Educational Foundation. FRONTLINE’s executive producer of special projects is Michael Sullivan. The series senior producer of FRONTLINE is Raney Aronson-Rath. The executive producer of FRONTLINE is David Fanning.

Press contact: Diane Buxton, (617) 300-5375, diane_buxton@wgbh.org
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