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The Interrupters

A panel discussion with those behind and in front of the camera for FRONTLINE’s new film. 

Thursday, January 5, 2012 – 9am 
Viennese Ballroom


PANELISTS INCLUDE: 
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AMEENA MATTHEWS
Senior Violence Interrupter, CeaseFire 
Ameena Matthews has been with CeaseFire for three-and-a-half years as a Senior Violence Interrupter. The mother of four children — two grown and two ages 12 and 9 — she is married to Abdur Rasheed Matthews, the imam at the Al-Hafeez Mosque & Community Center. Ameena, who grew up in Englewood on the city’s South Side, is the daughter of Jeff Fort, one of the city’s most infamous gang leaders. In the 1960s, the El Rukns, who were under Fort’s leadership, were seen by some as a catalyst for positive growth in their neighborhoods.  Fort is now serving time in prison on drug trafficking and terrorism charges; he was alleged to have conspired to commit terrorist acts on behalf of Libya in exchange for money. Ameena credits her family and her early life experiences with her desire to educate and effect change in the neighborhoods that she calls home.  

TIO HARDIMAN[image: ]

Director, CeaseFire Illinois
Tio Hardiman has been with CeaseFire since 1999.  Tio helped oversee expansion of the program from five Chicago-based community sites to 26 sites throughout the state of Illinois and in 2004 created and piloted the introduction of the Violence Interrupters. Tio grew up on Chicago’s West Side, where he succumbed to the streets, battling a drug addiction and hustling to make a living. He now holds a bachelor’s degree in Liberal Arts from Northeastern University and a master’s degree in Inner City Studies. He’s also a frequent media contributor on the issue of violence, appearing on numerous national television programs.  
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STEVE JAMES  
Director, Producer, Cinematographer, Editor, 
The Interrupters
Steve James is best known as the award-winning director, producer, and co-editor of Kartemquin’s Hoop Dreams, which won every major critics award as well as a Peabody and Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Award in 1995. Other award-winning films include The New Americans miniseries for PBS’ Independent Lens, which won the 2004 International Documentary Association Award for “Best Limited Series”; The War Tapes, which he produced and edited, and won the 2006 Tribeca Film Festival Grand Prize; and No Crossover: The Trial of Allen Iverson, which was part of ESPN’s Peabody Award-winning “30 for 30” series.
 
The Interrupters is Steve’s sixth film in partnership with Kartemquin and his fifth film to play at the Sundance Film Festival. It has won more than a dozen festival awards and year-end distinctions, and is listed as one of the best films of 2011 by numerous critics.  The film will be broadcast on PBS' Frontline in late 2011.  

ALEX KOTLOWITZ [image: ]

Producer, The Interrupters
Alex Kotlowitz is the award-winning author of three books. The New York Public Library selected There Are No Children Here, a national bestseller, as one of the 150 most important books of the 20th century. The Other Side of the River received the Chicago Tribune's Heartland Prize for Nonfiction. Alex is a regular contributor to The New York Times Magazine and public radio’s This American Life, and his work has been collected in numerous anthologies.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Alex’s work has also appeared in The New Yorker, Granta, Rolling Stone and The Wall Street Journal (where he was a staff writer for 10 years), as well as on PBS’ FRONTLINE and NPR’s All Things Considered and Morning Edition.  His journalism honors include the George Foster Peabody Award (radio), the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Award (print), the George Polk Award (television) and the Thurgood Marshall Award (print). He is also the recipient of six honorary degrees. The Interrupters is Alex’s first film.

DAVID FANNING [image: ]

Executive Producer, FRONTLINE 

David Fanning has been executive producer of FRONTLINE since its first season in 1983. In 2011, after 29 seasons and more than 530 films, FRONTLINE remains America’s longest-running investigative documentary series on television. The series has won all of the major awards for broadcast journalism: 45 Emmys, including a special Emmy Award for excellence in documentary filmmaking; 24 duPont-Columbia University Awards; 13 Peabody Awards; and 11 Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Awards. 

In 1989 and 1996, FRONTLINE was recognized with the Gold Baton — the highest duPont-Columbia Award — for its “total contribution to the world of exceptional television.” In 2002, the series was honored with an unprecedented third Gold Baton for its post-September 11 coverage, a series of seven hour-long documentaries on the origins and impact of terrorism. In 2003, A Dangerous Business, a FRONTLINE/New York Times joint investigation of the cast-iron pipe-making industry was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for public service.
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KARTEMQUIN FILMS
Executive Producers, Gordon Quinn and Justine Nagan

Founded in 1966 to produce documentaries that examine and critique society through the stories of real people, Kartemquin Films serves as a home for independent media makers who seek to create social change through film. 

This Chicago-based documentary powerhouse has won every major critical and journalistic prize, including an Emmy, a Peabody and an Oscar nomination. 2010 was the most productive year in Kartemquin’s history, with the release of three new features (Typeface, Prisoner of Her Past, and No Crossover: The Trial of Allen Iverson), and production on five works-in-progress. In 2011, Kartemquin celebrates its 45th anniversary with the release of two new documentaries: The Interrupters and A Good Man, and a number of national events and retrospectives. 

Kartemquin is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization. www.kartemquin.com
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