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NORTH KOREA UNDERCOVER: FRONTLINE GOES INSIDE 
THE ‘SECRET STATE’ TO EXPLORE LIFE UNDER KIM JONG-UN

FRONTLINE Presents

Secret State of North Korea
Tuesday, January 14, 2014, at 10 p.m. on PBS (check local listings)
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http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/secret-state-of-north-korea
Just two years on the job and armed with nuclear weapons, North Korea’s Kim Jong-Un is the world’s youngest dictator, ruling one of the world’s most isolated countries with an iron fist. 
Like his father and grandfather, he is trying to maintain tight control over what the world sees of North Korea—and what North Koreans see of the world.
But as FRONTLINE reveals in Secret State of North Korea (Tuesday, Jan. 14, on PBS and online; check local listings), cracks are starting to appear in the regime’s information barrier, and it’s becoming more porous.

Not only are North Koreans illegally smuggling information from inside North Korea out, a growing cohort of defectors are risking their lives to get information about the outside world in.

“Pretty quickly, what surprised me the most wasn’t the poverty and poor conditions people live in—which are, undoubtedly, shocking,” says FRONTLINE director James Jones. “It was the ordinary North Koreans who were standing up to authority.” 
And doing so at great risk to themselves. In North Korea:
· Just being caught with illegal DVDs could mean immediate imprisonment, or even execution.

· Until recently, it was illegal for women to wear pants instead of skirts or dresses.
· As many as one in 100 citizens is a political prisoner, according to a recent study—and one prison camp, Hwasong, is three times the size of Washington D.C.

In Secret State of North Korea, FRONTLINE shines a light on the hidden world of the North Korean people, drawing on undercover footage from inside the country as well as interviews with defectors—including a former top official—who are working to try to chisel away at the regime’s influence.

There’s Mr. Jeong, the former prison camp inmate who escaped to the South and now smuggles American and South Korean entertainment on DVDs and USBs into the North. He tells FRONTLINE his biggest hit so far is the James Bond movie Skyfall, and says, “Even officials have one or two USBs.”

And there’s Chanyang, the 22-year-old woman who now appears on a weekly South Korean TV show featuring North Korean defectors that is a hot commodity across the border. “My friends back home watch it, and all the children of the party officials in North Korea watch it and say they will defect,” she tells FRONTLINE.
In undercover footage obtained by FRONTLINE from inside North Korea, a speech from Kim Jong-Un promising his people a bright economic future is pumped from speakers on a street corner—where it repeats on a loop for three months. In another, a cameraman asks to buy goods in Pyongyang’s Department Store No. 1, which is stocked with imported luxury goods from around the world, only to be told he can’t; it turns out, they're just for show.

But also captured on camera are stirrings of open dissent: In one instance, a woman running an illegal bus service refuses to bribe a soldier, instead openly screaming at him. And behind closed doors, even members of the North Korean elite have voiced unhappiness with the regime, like one businesswoman filmed at a private lunch debating the feasibility of a rebellion.
How far will the regime go to hold onto power—and how far will the dissenters and defectors go in challenging Kim Jong-Un’s authority?

FRONTLINE’s documentary is a rare and unforgettable view inside the Secret State of North Korea.
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Secret State of North Korea is a Hardcash production for WGBH/FRONTLINE. The producer, writer and director is James Jones. The executive producer of Hardcash is David Henshaw. The deputy executive producer of FRONTLINE is Raney Aronson-Rath. The executive producer of FRONTLINE is David Fanning.
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