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On Nov. 17, FRONTLINE Reveals 
the Rise of “ISIS in Afghanistan” 
Premiering on PBS and online:
Tuesday, November 17, 2015, at 10 p.m. ET / 9 p.m. CT
pbs.org/frontline/isis-in-afghanistan
www.facebook.com/frontline | Twitter: @frontlinepbs #frontlinepbs
 Instagram: @frontlinepbs  | YouTube: youtube.com/frontline
Tumblr: frontlinepbs.tumblr.com

ISIS’s rapid expansion across Iraq and Syria in 2014 shocked the world. Now, the self-proclaimed Islamic State is on the rise in Afghanistan — and they say they're getting young kids to join the jihad.

In a Nov. 17 special report called ISIS in Afghanistan, FRONTLINE reveals the degree to which ISIS is gaining a foothold in the country, and how they’re focusing their efforts on training a new generation of jihadists: children as young as three.

The documentary follows FRONTLINE reporter Najibullah Quraishi on a dangerous journey inside ISIS-held territory in Afghanistan. 
Quraishi’s access and footage are rare and remarkable: Local ISIS leadership invited him to film inside a school where children are taught “jihad lessons,” and he films another group of children being taught how to kill people, how to behead, and how to become suicide bombers.

Quraishi, an Afghan journalist, has covered the war between the Taliban and the American-led coalition in Afghanistan for more than a decade, including in The Dancing Boys of Afghanistan, which exposed the disturbing practice of “bacha bazi," or "boy play,” and Opium Brides, which explored the unexpected collateral damage of the country’s counter-narcotics effort.

In this FRONTLINE special, Quraishi sheds new light on the Islamic State’s presence in Afghanistan. In addition to documenting ISIS’s disturbing methods of training young children, Quraishi shows first-hand how the group is expanding its control in the country, fighting some members of the Taliban and co-opting others, and also battling Afghan forces.

With President Obama keeping U.S. troops in Afghanistan amid growing violence, ISIS in Afghanistan is a timely and chilling look at a dangerous new threat.

FRONTLINE’s Nov. 17 hour will also include a second segment exploring a Pakistani police unit's fight against the Taliban, whose militants now have a strong presence in the slums encircling the city of Karachi. In Taliban Hunters, reporter Mobeen Azhar rides along with a counter-terrorism unit in Karachi that’s dedicated to tracking down Taliban suspects.
FRONTLINE’s hour-long presentation of ISIS in Afghanistan and Taliban Hunters premieres Tuesday, November 17, at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings) and will stream in full, for free, online at pbs.org/frontline.
ISIS in Afghanistan and Taliban Hunters are FRONTLINE productions with Clover Films. ISIS in Afghanistan is directed and filmed by Najibullah Quraishi and produced by Jamie Doran. Taliban Hunters is directed and reported by Mobeen Azhar and produced by Jamie Doran. The senior producer for FRONTLINE is Dan Edge. The executive producer for FRONTLINE is Raney Aronson-Rath.
About FRONTLINE
FRONTLINE, U.S. television’s longest running investigative documentary series, explores the issues of our times through powerful storytelling. FRONTLINE has won every major journalism and broadcasting award, including 75 Emmy Awards and 17 Peabody Awards. Visit pbs.org/frontline and follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Tumblr and Google+ to learn more. Founded by David Fanning in 1983, FRONTLINE is produced by WGBH Boston and is broadcast nationwide on PBS. Funding for FRONTLINE is provided through the support of PBS viewers and by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Major funding for FRONTLINE is provided by The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. Additional funding is provided by the Park Foundation, the John and Helen Glessner Family Trust, the Ford Foundation, the Wyncote Foundation, and the FRONTLINE Journalism Fund with major support from Jon and Jo Ann Hagler on behalf of the Jon L. Hagler Foundation. 
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