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The Choice 2016: TCA Panelist Bios


Raney Aronson-Rath, Executive Producer, FRONTLINE
Raney Aronson-Rath runs FRONTLINE, PBS’ flagship investigative journalism series, and is a leading voice on the future of journalism. She has been internationally recognized for her work to expand FRONTLINE’s reporting capacity and reimagine the documentary form across multiple platforms. From the emergence of ISIS in Syria  to the hidden history of the NFL and concussions to the secret reality of rape on the job for immigrant women, Aronson-Rath oversees FRONTLINE’s acclaimed reporting and directs the series’ evolution and editorial vision. She has developed and managed nearly 30 in-depth, cross-platform journalism partnerships with outlets including ProPublica, The New York Times and Univision. Under her leadership, FRONTLINE has won every major award in broadcast journalism and dramatically expanded its digital footprint. Prior to FRONTLINE, Aronson-Rath worked at ABC News, The Wall Street Journal and MSNBC. She earned her bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsin and her master’s from Columbia Journalism School.
Michael Kirk, Filmmaker, The Choice 2016
Award-winning documentary filmmaker Michael Kirk has produced more than 200 national television programs, including three previous editions of FRONTLINE’s acclaimed election-year series, The Choice. Kirk is currently producing and directing the two-hour election special The Choice 2016 — the personal narrative and political history of Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump that will air before the presidential election. A former Nieman Fellow in Journalism at Harvard University, Kirk was the senior producer of FRONTLINE from the series’ inception in 1983 until the fall of 1987, when he created his own production company, the Kirk Documentary Group. Kirk and his team have produced many critically acclaimed FRONTLINE documentaries, including The Secret History of ISIS, United States of Secrets: The Program, Gunned Down: The Power of the NRA, League of Denial: The NFL’s Concussion Crisis, Money, Power and Wall Street, Bush’s War and numerous other films on the war on terror. Kirk has won every major award in journalism, including four Peabody Awards, three duPont-Columbia Awards, two George Polk Awards, 14 Emmy Awards and 10 Writers Guild of America Awards. He frequently lectures on topics ranging from current events to issues confronting journalism. 
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