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On October 18, FRONTLINE and ProPublica Investigate “Terror in Europe”

Terror in Europe
Premiering on PBS and online:
Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 10 P.M. ET / 9 P.M. CT
pbs.org/frontline/terror-in-europe
[bookmark: _GoBack] www.facebook.com/frontline | Twitter: @frontlinepbs #TerrorInEurope
 Instagram: @frontlinepbs  | YouTube: youtube.com/frontline
Tumblr: frontlinepbs.tumblr.com

Charlie Hebdo. Paris. Brussels. Since January of 2015, a wave of attacks by terrorists linked to Al Qaeda and ISIS has overwhelmed Europe, killing nearly 200 people and injuring hundreds more.

Could those attacks have been prevented? And why does Europe remain so vulnerable to the terrorism threat?

On October 18, FRONTLINE and ProPublica present Terror in Europe – a multiplatform investigation telling the inside story of the missteps and systemic breakdowns that allowed known terrorists to strike in the heart of Europe, the problems that persist today, and the unprecedented threat the continent now faces.

“We’ve sat down with some of Europe’s top counter-terror officials — and they’ve acknowledged that most of the plotters of these attacks were already on the radar of European intelligence services,” says ProPublica senior reporter Sebastian Rotella, who has been covering terrorism for two decades. “Even more importantly, they describe alarming long-time problems that have hurt European counter-terror efforts.”

In unusually candid interviews, these counter-terror veterans tell Rotella how the attackers escaped detection, and how European countries have failed to put in place effective intelligence sharing and border enforcement — such as procedures for tracking air travelers that became standard in the United States after the 9/11 attacks.

“The institutional flaws in the European system are multiple,” Jean-Louis Bruguiere, who was a top French anti-terror judge for two decades, tells FRONTLINE and ProPublica. “I don’t know what we are waiting for.”

Years before the attacks in Europe, Rotella was already reporting on some of the jihadists who would go on to commit them, and the counter-terror officials trying to stop them. Over the course of the past year, he has been reporting from inside a reeling Europe, including Paris and Belgium — which has provided more ISIS militants for its size than any other country in Europe.
Terror in Europe reveals stunning details of many missed chances in the runup to the attacks. It tells the story of how previously convicted terrorists who attacked Charlie Hebdo were to hatch the plot with al Qaeda in Yemen — and of the decision to end surveillance on them. It details how more than a dozen Paris and Brussels attackers shuttled across Europe and back and forth to Syria, crossing borders and fending off police repeatedly — even though most of them were wanted or on watch lists.

And the investigation shows the difference between how terror suspects have been treated in America versus in Europe — where sentencing has been much more lenient.

“We were mistaken in our assessment of quite a lot of people who we thought were less dangerous than they actually were,” Marc Trevidic, France’s senior counterterrorism magistrate from 2007-2015, tells FRONTLINE and ProPublica. 

Amid a crisis that is threatening the future of the European Union, Terror in Europe explores the fundamental challenges facing the continent as it debates the need for new security measures versus the basic tenet of free movement among countries.

“Everyone dreams of a society with zero risks,” Alain Grignard, a senior counterterror official of the Belgian federal police, tells FRONTLINE and ProPublica. “But the zero-risk option does not exist.”

As ISIS loses ground in the Middle East and the spectre of future attacks in the West looms large, Terror in Europe is an in-depth look at an unprecedented threat — and a continent that remains vulnerable. 

Terror in Europe premieres Tuesday, October 18, at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings) and will stream in full, for free, online at pbs.org/frontline. ProPublica’s major text story will be available that same day at propublica.org and at pbs.org/frontline.

Credits 
Terror in Europe is a FRONTLINE Production with Mongoose Pictures in partnership with ProPublica. The producer and director is Ricardo Pollack. The correspondent is Sebastian Rotella. The senior producer is Dan Edge. The executive producer of FRONTLINE is Raney Aronson-Rath. 

About FRONTLINE
FRONTLINE, U.S. television’s longest running investigative documentary series, explores the issues of our times through powerful storytelling. FRONTLINE has won every major journalism and broadcasting award, including 82 Emmy Awards and 18 Peabody Awards. Visit pbs.org/frontline and follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Tumblr and Google+ to learn more. FRONTLINE is produced by WGBH Boston and is broadcast nationwide on PBS. Funding for FRONTLINE is provided through the support of PBS viewers and by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Major funding for FRONTLINE is provided by The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. Additional funding is provided by the Park Foundation, the John and Helen Glessner Family Trust, the Wyncote Foundation, and the FRONTLINE Journalism Fund with major support from Jon and Jo Ann Hagler on behalf of the Jon L. Hagler Foundation. 

About ProPublica
ProPublica is an independent, nonprofit newsroom that produces investigative journalism in the public interest. In 2010, it was the first online news organization to win a Pulitzer Prize. In 2011, ProPublica won its second Pulitzer, the first ever awarded to a body of work that did not appear in print, and in 2016 the newsroom won a third Pulitzer. In 2014, ProPublica won a MacArthur Award for Creative and Effective Leadership. ProPublica is supported primarily by philanthropy and offers its articles for republication, both through its website and directly to leading news organizations selected for maximum impact. For more information, please visit www.propublica.org.

Press Contacts
FRONTLINE - Patrice Taddonio, Patrice_taddonio@wgbh.org, 617.300.5375 
ProPublica - Minhee Cho, minhee.cho@propublica.org, 917.512.0231 
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