[image: ]


[image: ]

[image: MacArth_primary_logo_stacked]

[image: ]

[image: ABRAMS-logo%202018%2002%2009%20light%20gray.png]

[image: ]






FRONTLINE Investigates How Mitch McConnell Won the Battle for the Supreme Court 

Supreme Revenge: Battle for the Court
 Tues., Nov. 24, 2020
Streaming at 7/6c at pbs.org/frontline & in the PBS Video App 
Airing at 10/9c on PBS and on YouTube
www.facebook.com/frontline | Twitter: @frontlinepbs
Instagram: @frontlinepbs | YouTube: youtube.com/frontline
 
With the confirmation of Justice Amy Coney Barrett days before the 2020 presidential election, conservatives secured a 6-3 majority on the Supreme Court — and the chance to shape American life and policy for a generation.

Behind it all was a powerful Republican from Kentucky: Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, for whom Barrett’s confirmation was a crowning achievement in a hard-fought, decades-long effort to transform the nation’s highest court.

FRONTLINE tells the inside story of that effort in Supreme Revenge: Battle for the Court. Premiering Tues., Nov. 24 on PBS stations (check local listings) and online, the documentary is an updated version of the 2019 film Supreme Revenge from veteran filmmaker Michael Kirk and his team.

The documentary traces how a 30-year-old grievance — starting with the bruising confirmation hearing of President Reagan’s failed Supreme Court nominee Robert Bork, presided over by then-Sen. Joe Biden (D-Del.) — sparked a vow from the then-freshman Senator McConnell to retaliate, and how he made good on that promise in the years to come.

“There’s nobody who’s more focused on political conquest than he is,” Rep. John Yarmuth (D-Ky.) tells FRONTLINE of McConnell. “For Mitch McConnell, the court is everything,” former Senator Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) says. 

McConnell has been playing a long game: “McConnell understands implication and consequence better than any United States senator,” says Republican pollster Frank Luntz. “When you vote on legislation in the House and Senate, you’re playing for the next election. When you put in a judge, you’re playing for the next generation.”

Drawing on scores of interviews with current and former lawmakers, judicial experts and political insiders, the documentary unpacks how McConnell worked steadily over the years to amass the power to build a conservative court. Then, it shows how he moved immediately to replace Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg when she died six weeks before the election, despite refusing to consider President Barack Obama’s nominee after Justice Antonin Scalia died more than eight months before the election in 2016.

The night of Ginsburg’s death, the film reports, McConnell reached President Trump: “McConnell told him two things,” Josh Holmes, McConnell’s former chief of staff, told FRONTLINE. “He said first, I’m going to put out a statement that says we’re going to fill the vacancy. Second, he said, you’ve gotta nominate Amy Coney Barrett.”

With Barrett’s confirmation — one of the quickest in Senate history, and almost entirely along party lines — McConnell secured the Supreme Court majority he had been seeking for decades.

“He has been working towards this moment for his entire professional career, and it was all coming to fruition,” Holmes said. “Now was the moment that he finally got what he came for.”

With McConnell elected to a new six-year term and former Vice President Joe Biden, his old rival from the Bork hearings and beyond, set to assume the presidency in January, Supreme Revenge: Battle for the Court offers both a gripping political narrative and critical context on the state of America’s judicial system at the dawning of the Biden administration.

Watch Supreme Revenge: Battle for the Court starting Tuesday, Nov. 24. The documentary premieres that night at 10/9c on PBS stations (check local listings) and YouTube. It will be available to stream at pbs.org/frontline and on the PBS Video App beginning at 7/6c.

###

Credits
Supreme Revenge is a FRONTLINE production with Kirk Documentary Group, Ltd. The director is Michael Kirk. The producers are Michael Kirk, Mike Wiser, Jim Gilmore, Gabrielle Schonder, and Philip Bennett. The writers are Michael Kirk and Mike Wiser. The reporters are Jim Gilmore and Gabrielle Schonder. The executive producer of FRONTLINE is Raney Aronson-Rath.

About FRONTLINE
FRONTLINE, U.S. television’s longest running investigative documentary series, explores the issues of our times through powerful storytelling. FRONTLINE has won every major journalism and broadcasting award, including 95 Emmy Awards and 24 Peabody Awards. Visit pbs.org/frontline and follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube to learn more. FRONTLINE is produced at GBH in Boston and is broadcast nationwide on PBS. Funding for FRONTLINE is provided through the support of PBS viewers and by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Major funding for FRONTLINE is provided by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and the Ford Foundation. Additional funding is provided by the Abrams Foundation, the Park Foundation and the FRONTLINE Journalism Fund with major support from Jon and Jo Ann Hagler on behalf of the Jon L. Hagler Foundation. 

FRONTLINE Press Contact: frontlinemedia@wgbh.org, 617.300.5312








[image: logo]




1

		

image1.jpg
FRONTLINE.

GBH
One Guest Street
Boston, MA
02135

617.300.3500
fax 617.300.1001

pbs.org/frontline

Qrss.




image40.emf
22 FORDFOUNDATION










image50.png
ABRAMS
FOUNDATION




image60.png
PARIKK

FOUNDATION




image2.emf
Corporation
for Public
Broadcasting

A PRIVATE CORPORATION FUNDED BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE











image3.jpeg
MacArthur
Foundation




image4.emf
22 FORDFOUNDATION










image5.png
ABRAMS
FOUNDATION




image6.png
PARIKK

FOUNDATION




image20.emf
Corporation
for Public
Broadcasting

A PRIVATE CORPORATION FUNDED BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE











image30.jpeg
MacArthur
Foundation




image7.jpeg
FRONTLINE

Jour nalism Fund

Major Support From
Jon and Jo Ann Hagler




image70.jpeg
FRONTLINE

Jour nalism Fund

Major Support From
Jon and Jo Ann Hagler




