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FRONTLINE Investigates the State of the NRA as the 2020 Election Approaches

NRA Under Fire
 Tues., Mar. 24, 2020, at 10/9c on PBS and online
www.facebook.com/frontline | Twitter: @frontlinepbs
Instagram: @frontlinepbs | YouTube: youtube.com/frontline

For years, the National Rifle Association wielded its political power to dominate America’s conversation about gun rights and gun control — outlasting and overpowering the calls for change that followed mass shooting after mass shooting, from Columbine to Newtown to Charleston.

But as the 2020 election approaches, the once-unrivaled organization is facing both internal strife and a rising external threat: a movement led by student survivors of the Parkland mass shooting, whose gun-control advocacy has kept the issue in the headlines and motivated a groundswell of politicians willing to take on the NRA.

In NRA Under Fire, a documentary premiering Tues., Mar. 24, FRONTLINE investigates the status of America’s gun debate — and why the organization that has dominated it for so long is now under attack on all sides. 

“For about two decades, Democrats were running scared of the NRA,” Sheryl Gay Stolberg of The New York Times tells FRONTLINE. “And I think Parkland changed that.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]NRA Under Fire explains how — with accounts from Parkland survivors themselves. “We didn’t want it to end here,” Ryan Deitsch, who lost 14 of his classmates in the massacre, tells FRONTLINE of his ensuing activism against the NRA. “We wanted to make sure that it wasn’t just forgotten about. We wanted to make sure the story was still being told.” 

The documentary builds on FRONTLINE’s 2015 investigation of the NRA’s political history and influence, Gunned Down. Drawing on interviews with leading voices on both sides of the gun regulation debate, the documentary traces the NRA’s evolution from a group of gun enthusiasts and sportsmen with minimal political focus, to a powerful lobbying force opposing any perceived infringement of the constitutional right to bear arms.

“The base of the National Rifle Association believes so strongly it’s more a religion,” former NRA Executive Vice President Warren Cassidy tells FRONTLINE.

The documentary shows how, far from being weakened by earlier mass shootings like Columbine, the NRA swelled its ranks in their wake — rallying members around the fear that that their guns would be taken away.

“Fear is a much greater motivator in American politics than anything else, the fear of losing rights that you perceive you have,” former NRA lobbyist Richard Feldman tells FRONTLINE. “When that fear level is high, that’s when the groups that represent the issue do well.” 

But as the film explores, the movement that arose out of the Parkland shooting may be changing the equation: “The NRA has never had to deal with this kind of generational problem before,” gun control advocate Matt Bennett tells FRONTLINE. “They'd never gone up against a bunch of incredibly smart, talented and organized young people.” 

And now, as NRA Under Fire recounts, the group is also threatened from within. Last year, leaked internal documents revealed lavish spending and sparked allegations of financial misconduct by the NRA’s longtime leader, Wayne LaPierre.

“There were a lot of people around the NRA looking to be rich, and the hypocrisy of it all is that the membership who gives $25 dollars doesn’t — they don’t know where their money is going,” former NRA fundraiser Aaron Davis tells FRONTLINE in his first on-camera interview. 

Leading an investigation of the NRA’s finances is New York Attorney General Letitia James — one of a wave of pro-gun control candidates elected in the 2018 midterms, following the Parkland students’ organizing. 

But with the 2020 election on the horizon, LaPierre and the NRA are vowing to fight on. And having supported Donald Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign to the tune of $30 million, the group is now throwing its support behind his re-election — and mobilizing its base.

“The threat that is staring us in the face right now, with this election is greater than any threat we’ve faced in our lives,” LaPierre has said.

For the full story on the status of gun politics in America and the NRA’s role, watch NRA Under Fire. The documentary premieres Tues., Mar. 24 at 10 p.m. E.S.T./9 p.m. C.S.T. Tune in or stream on PBS (check local listings), at pbs.org/frontline or on the PBS Video App. 

###
Credits 
NRA Under Fire is a FRONTLINE Production with Kirk Documentary Group, Ltd. The director and producer is Gabrielle Schonder. The reporters are Gabrielle Schonder and Jim Gilmore. The writers are Michael Kirk, Mike Wiser and Gabrielle Schonder. The senior producers are Michael Kirk and Mike Wiser. The executive producer of FRONTLINE is Raney Aronson-Rath.

About FRONTLINE
FRONTLINE, U.S. television’s longest running investigative documentary series, explores the issues of our times through powerful storytelling. FRONTLINE has won every major journalism and broadcasting award, including 91 Emmy Awards and 22 Peabody Awards. Visit pbs.org/frontline and follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube to learn more. FRONTLINE is produced by WGBH Boston and is broadcast nationwide on PBS. Funding for FRONTLINE is provided through the support of PBS viewers and by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Major funding for FRONTLINE is provided by The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and the Ford Foundation. Additional funding is provided by the Abrams Foundation, the Park Foundation, the John and Helen Glessner Family Trust and the FRONTLINE Journalism Fund with major support from Jon and Jo Ann Hagler on behalf of the Jon L. Hagler Foundation.

Press Contact: frontlinemedia@wgbh.org, 617.300.5312
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