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PUBLIC NEWS MEDIA PARTNER ACROSS PLATFORMS TO EXAMINE POST-QUAKE REALITIES ON THE GROUND IN HAITI

FEATURING CO-PRODUCED REPORTS FROM PBS SERIES FRONTLINE AND NPR’S PLANET MONEY
www.pbs.org/frontline/haiti

On Jan. 12, 2010, one of the most devastating earthquakes in recorded history leveled the Haitian capital, Port-au-Prince. Those responsible for handling the catastrophe, including the Haitian government and the United Nations, were among the victims. FRONTLINE correspondent Martin Smith (The Storm, Obama’s War) bears witness to the scale of the disaster and takes viewers on a searing and intimate journey into the camps, hospitals and broken neighborhoods of Port-au-Prince. Featuring never-before-seen footage of the moments after the earthquake and interviews with top officials from Port-au-Prince to Washington, The Quake, airing Tuesday, March 30, 2010, at 9 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings), ultimately asks, how will the world respond?

“Beyond immediate relief efforts lies a harder task,” says FRONTLINE’s Smith. “The world has to decide whether to simply patch up Haiti now or to take on the far more ambitious goal of building a functional Haitian state.”

The Quake explores the recent history of aid efforts in Haiti and the prospects for real change, and draws on interviews with, among others, former President Bill Clinton, special envoy to Haiti; Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton; and Dr. Paul Farmer, deputy special envoy to Haiti and co-founder of Partners in Health.

Haiti has more NGOs per capita than any other country in the world. For years, foreign assistance bypassed the Haitian government, leaving it weak and vulnerable. The Quake examines how, this time, things might be done differently.

“This is an opportunity to rethink how aid works and how we, the most powerful country in this part of the world, can work with our oldest neighbor,” says Dr. Paul Farmer. “So I think all that possibility is built into this tragedy.”

FRONTLINE also collaborated with public media partners at NPR’s Planet Money to explore a financial story of another kind: What new economies might emerge from the rubble in post-earthquake Port-au-Prince? NPR’s Adam Davidson visits the largest tent city in Haiti and finds a temporary settlement complete with tent-city government and businesses that provide everything from food and Internet access to entertainment, luxury items and services like TVs and pedicures. Also found, a thriving mode of transportation for residents of Port-au-Prince: brightly painted buses thumping with music and overflowing with people. Davidson’s two reports will air Friday, March 26 on Morning Edition and Tuesday, March 30 on All Things Considered, and be available through the Planet Money podcast and blog. His reporting will also inform a series of Web-original FRONTLINE reports and television segments to air on PBS’s NewsHour on Monday and Tuesday, March 29 and 30.

“These collaborations between public media partners are long overdue,” says FRONTLINE executive producer David Fanning. “We are very pleased to be working together, trying new ways to engage our audiences and give them a deeper understanding of major stories like this one.”

The series of special reports on Haiti from FRONTLINE, PBS NewsHour and NPR’s Planet Money will be available through the FRONTLINE Web site beginning Friday, March 26, at www.pbs.org/frontline/haiti. As with all FRONTLINE reports, the complete one-hour documentary will stream online in its entirety immediately following the March 30, PBS television broadcast and will be available to embed and share widely across the Internet.

The Quake is a FRONTLINE co-production with RAIN Media, Inc., written and produced by Marcela Gaviria and Martin Smith. The Quake is co-produced by Will Cohen. The correspondent is Martin Smith. FRONTLINE is produced by WGBH Boston and is broadcast nationwide on PBS. Funding for FRONTLINE is provided through the support of PBS viewers. Major funding for FRONTLINE is provided by The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. Additional funding is provided by the Park Foundation and by the FRONTLINE Journalism Fund. FRONTLINE is closed-captioned for deaf and hard-of-hearing viewers and described for people who are blind or visually impaired by the Media Access Group at WGBH. FRONTLINE is a registered trademark of the WGBH Educational Foundation. The senior producer of FRONTLINE is Raney Aronson-Rath. The executive producer of FRONTLINE is David Fanning.
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