GEORGIA AQUARIUM: KEEPERS OF THE DEEP BIOS
Bernard Marcus

Benefactor, Georgia Aquarium
Bernie Marcus is co-founder of The Home Depot, Inc., the world’s largest home improvement retailer.  His company revolutionized the home improvement business with its warehouse concept.  He served as chairman of the board until his retirement in 2002.

Marcus’ personal civic involvement has been translated into the creation of The Marcus Foundation, where he serves as chairman of the board.  His areas of focus include children, medical research, free enterprise, Jewish causes and the community.

A centerpiece of his desire to give back to the community is the Georgia Aquarium, which opened in Atlanta in November 2005. This $200 million dollar attraction is a gift from Marcus and his wife Billi in appreciation to the associates, customers and shareholders of The Home Depot and the people of Atlanta and Georgia for helping achieve his success.  

A native of Newark, New Jersey, Marcus received his Bachelor of Science degree in pharmacy from Rutgers University.  
Jeffrey S. Swanagan

Executive Director, Georgia Aquarium

In the summer of 2000, Bernie Marcus, (co-founder of The Home Depot) and the Marcus Foundation sought Jeffrey Swanagan to advise them on the gift of a potential aquarium.  A year later, Swanagan was named the executive director. 
Prior to taking the helm at the Georgia Aquarium, Swanagan was commissioned to run the Florida Aquarium in 1998 and help direct the aquarium during difficult start-up years.  With his strong background in both education and attraction management, combined with a vision for the future, Swanagan is credited with leading a talented team in turning the Florida Aquarium in a positive direction.

A native of Ohio, Swanagan attended Ohio State University where he received a bachelor’s degree in comprehensive science education.  
Ray Davis
Vice President, Zoological Operations, Georgia Aquarium
As Vice President of Zoological Operations, Ray Davis is responsible for husbandry, which encompasses the east and west gallery managers, veterinary services and conservation medicine (VS&CM), quarantine facilities and acquisitions.  Ray also oversees the safety and security department as well as plant engineering and operations, which includes plant engineering, life support systems, dive operations and environmental operations. 

Davis began his career in the marine sciences as a research technician working for North Carolina State University, Department of Zoology, Cape Fear Estuarine Laboratory identifying plankton including larval fish and invertebrates and conducting field work. In 1981, Davis began work with SeaWorld California as an aquarist. He was promoted to aquarium supervisor before being transferred in 1990 to SeaWorld Florida as the assistant curator of fishes. After 22 years with the premier marine parks of Seaworld, Davis left in February 2003 and joined the Georgia Aquarium team.

Davis attended the University of North Carolina-Wilmington where he received his Bachelor’s degree in marine biology.

Dr. Bruce Carlson
Vice President, Education, Conservation & Exhibits, Georgia Aquarium
Bruce Carlson received his Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor in 1971.  After graduating, he traveled to Guyana, South America, where he worked as a research assistant studying the reproductive biology of freshwater fishes.

In 1975, Carlson moved to Hawaii where he earned a PhD at the University of Hawaii.  Six months after moving to Hawaii, he started work at the Waikiki Aquarium in 1976 as a student helper.  As an aquarist, he initiated a series of new exhibits which were “firsts” in the United States, including chambered nautilus in 1976, cuttlefish in 1977 and living corals and giant clams in 1978.  Carlson was appointed director of the Waikiki Aquarium in 1990.  

In 2002, after 26 years of working at the Waikiki Aquarium, Carlson joined the Georgia Aquarium project.  He was part of the original team that designed the Georgia Aquarium and is now responsible for all research programs for the facility.
Tim Binder
Director of Husbandry, Georgia Aquarium
As the director of husbandry, Tim Binder is responsible for all of the animal care operations at the Georgia Aquarium, including Veterinary Services and Conservation Medicine. Binder began his career at a small aquarium in the Black Hills of South Dakota.  
Prior to joining the Georgia Aquarium in April 2004, Binder spent the last 16 years at Mystic Aquarium & Institute for Exploration in Mystic, Connecticut, as Vice President of Zoological Operations, responsible for the animal collection and physical plant operations. In his role, Binder oversaw a staff of 50 and was a member of the design and development team which managed a $52 million expansion and renovation of the Mystic Aquarium. With a strong emphasis toward marine mammals, Binder has extensive experience with dolphins, whales and various seal and sea lion species, as well as numerous fish, aquatic invertebrate, reptile and bird species. 
Tim is a certified SCUBA diver and a member of the American Zoo and Aquarium Association, International Association for Aquatic Animal Medicine and the International Marine Animal Trainers Association. 

Tonya Clauss, DVM, MS

Associate Veterinarian

Assistant Manager, Vet Services, Georgia Aquarium
As associate veterinarian and assistant manager of veterinary services at Georgia Aquarium, Tonya Clauss is responsible for the veterinary care and preventative medicine programs for mammals, birds, reptiles and fish in quarantine and collection. Clauss also oversees necropsy, protocol development and supervises the diagnostic and water quality laboratory. 

Prior to joining Georgia Aquarium, Clauss was a research associate at the Florida Aquarium in Tampa, where she was responsible for preparing proposals and writing grants while also overseeing sea turtle rehabilitation.  As the staff veterinarian at Mote Marine Laboratory and Aquarium in Sarasota, Florida, Clauss oversaw the veterinary care of numerous fish and animals, as well as the collection and analysis of hematological, cytological and histological samples. As head veterinarian at Pelican Man’s Bird Sanctuary, also in Sarasota, Clauss was responsible for the care of wild birds, mammals and numerous other animals.

Clauss received her doctor of veterinary medicine degree and master of science degree in engineering with a specialization in environmental engineering sciences from the University of Florida. 
Mike Hurst

Director of Plant Engineering & Operations, Georgia Aquarium

Mike Hurst has over 20 years of experience in the operation, management and maintenance of closed fresh and saltwater life support systems up to 7 million gallons for mammals, birds, fish and reptiles. He is responsible for developing and instituting plant engineering and operations standards. He came to the Georgia Aquarium in 2003 from Sea World Adventure Parks in Orlando, Florida, where he had worked since 1984. Among his many professional affiliations, Hurst is a certified Scuba Diver and licensed private pilot.
Michael Britt

Writer/Producer/Director, Georgia Aquarium: Keepers of the Deep

Georgia Public Broadcasting Executive Producer Michael Britt has worked in film and television for more than twenty -five years. His body of work encompasses numerous documentaries and commercials, as well as other television projects covering home improvement, labor relations, corporate marketing and training, and religious programming. He joined Georgia Public Broadcasting in 1997, and since has produced A Georgia Trust, a documentary about the historic preservation of buildings; Read to Succeed, a documentary about adult literacy; and numerous shorts and half-hour specials about Georgia communities. In addition to writing and producing Georgia Aquarium: Keepers of the Deep, he oversees the longest-running business affairs program in the state, Georgia’s Business.

Carol Fisk

Co-Producer, Georgia Aquarium: Keepers of the Deep
Georgia Public Broadcasting Executive Producer Carol Fisk joined the company in 1985.    Her credits cover a wide range of public affairs, arts, history, wildlife and special projects, including several productions for GPB’s Georgia Legacy series, which celebrates the history, culture and scenic beauty of Georgia.  Among these documentaries are: The Fabulous Fox, Peachtree Street: Take Another Look, Georgia’s Civil War, Georgia’s Backroads and More Georgia Backroads and the ever-popular Okefenokee Joe programs, The Joy of Snakes and Swampwise.  Several of Fisk’s productions have won awards and/or been distributed nationally by the PBS system.

