GEORGIA AQUARIUM:  KEEPERS OF THE DEEP
Sunday, November 5, 2006 AT 10:30 PM on PBS
· Measured by water volume, at more than 8 million gallons the Georgia Aquarium is the largest in the world and is home to more than 120,000 animals and 500 different species.

· The Georgia Aquarium boasts the only whale sharks – the largest fish in the sea – living in an aquarium in North America. The four whale sharks – Ralph, Norton, Trixie and Alice – were flown more than 8,000 miles under the care of Georgia Aquarium staff on a UPS B-747 freighter from Taipei Taiwan.

· The Georgia Aquarium’s specially designed whale shark habitat holds more than 6 million gallons of water.

· The water at the Georgia Aquarium comes from local sources and goes through a process to remove chemicals that are harmful to animals. Some water is treated with a chemical that turns fresh water to marine water.

· The Georgia Aquarium’s research is shared with conservation organizations throughout the world, which allows them to better understand and protect many of the species that the aquarium studies.

· The Georgia Aquarium’s state-of-the-art animal health facility is more than 10,000 square feet and was designed to by world class veterinarian professionals and conservation organizations.

· The Georgia Aquarium has five beluga whales. The animals are often called the “canary of the sea,” due to their extended repertoire of vocalizations. They also use echolocation to find prey.

· The Georgia Aquarium’s habitats hold water volume equivalent to 85 million cans of Coke.

· The operational systems in the Georgia Aquarium include enough pipe and wire to more than encircle Atlanta.

· Approximately 230 newly constructed average-sized American homes can fit inside the Georgia Aquarium.

· The cooling capacity of the HVAC system is equivalent to that used in a 50-story, one-million-square-foot office tower or 1,200 average sized homes.

· 218 pumps use 4160 horsepower to move 261,000 gallons of water per minute through the Georgia Aquarium habitats.

