INDEPENDENT LENS
“Girl Trouble”

Although the youth crime rate in San Francisco declined in the last decade, the number of girls in the juvenile justice system doubled. Filmed over the course of four years, “Girl Trouble” tells the compelling personal stories of three of those young girls, each of whom has grown up in a harsh world defined by neglectful or abusive family members, drug use, early pregnancy, homelessness and poverty. “Girl Trouble” airs on PBS as a presentation of the Emmy Award-winning INDEPENDENT LENS, hosted by Edie Falco, Tuesday, January 17, 2006, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings).

At the heart of “Girl Trouble” are Stephanie, Shangra and Sheila, three unforgettable teenage girls who have become ensnared in San Francisco’s complex juvenile justice system. Trying to find a way out of their legal messes and avoid jail time, each of the girls gets a break — a job at the innovative Center for Young Women’s Development (CYWD). Run by young women who have faced similar challenges, the CYWD’s mission is to empower and inspire young women who have been involved with the juvenile justice system and/or the underground street economy to create positive change in their lives and communities.

As the girls deal with their troubles with the law, family, boyfriends and school, as well as the everyday challenges of survival — often on the streets — the CYWD’s dynamic 20-something executive director, Lateefah Simon, is frequently their only support. Angry, tough and wary, the girls initially struggle with life at the center, but come to accept and appreciate the offer of a second chance.

“Girl Trouble” documents the girls’ remarkable successes and heartbreaking setbacks over the course of four years as they are transformed from cocky teenagers into wiser young women. As the viewers get to know the girls and watch them mature, they see them cope with seemingly insurmountable problems that would break the spirit of most adults. Gradually the girls gain confidence and strength and find a way, at least for now, out of the cycle of violence, poverty and hopelessness that so many of their peers still face.
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CONTACT: Desiree Gutierrez, Independent Lens, Tel.: 415/356-8383, ext. 244, desiree_gutierrez@itvs.org 

■ The interactive companion website (www.pbs.org/independentlens/girltrouble) features detailed information about the film, including an interview with the filmmakers and links and resources pertaining to the film's subject matter. The site also features a Talkback section for viewers to share their ideas and opinions, preview clips of the film, and more.

