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“Black Gold”

Tuesday, April 10, 2007
10:00-11:30 p.m. ET
– Eye-Opening Exposé of the Multi-Billion Dollar Coffee Industry Traces One Ethiopian’s Fight for Fair Trade as Westerners Revel in Designer Lattes and Growers Suffer –
Ever wonder who grows the beans in your morning jolt of java? In their riveting, critically acclaimed “Black Gold,” filmmaking brothers Nick and Marc Francis explore the complexities of the international coffee trade and introduce viewers to Tadesse Meskela, the general manager of the Oromo Coffee Farmers Co-operative Union and a tireless advocate for fair trade for Ethiopian farmers. “Black Gold” airs Tuesday, April 10, 2007, 10:00-11:30 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS as a presentation of the Emmy® Award-winning INDEPENDENT LENS, hosted by Terrence Howard. 
Focusing on money in April, INDEPENDENT LENS broadcasts include “China Blue” (April 3), another film that examines the impact of globalization, this time focusing on the people who make jeans, and the acclaimed “ENRON: The Smartest Guys in the Room” (April 24). 
Multinational coffee companies now rule strip malls, supermarkets and urban corners, and dominate an industry worth more than $80 billion, making coffee the most valuable trading commodity in the world after oil. But while consumers pay high prices for lattes and cappuccinos, the price paid to coffee farmers remains so low that many have been forced to abandon their fields. 
Nowhere is this paradox more evident than in Ethiopia, the birthplace of coffee. Tadesse Meskela is a man on a mission to save his 75,000 struggling coffee farmers from bankruptcy. As his farmers strive to harvest some of the highest-quality beans on the international market, Tadesse travels the world in an attempt to find buyers willing to pay a fair price. From the farms of Ethiopia, where workers earn less than 50 cents a day, the film travels to Seattle, for a tour through the history of Starbucks, and to a World Trade Organization summit, where angry African trade representatives complain about being excluded from negotiations and flatly reject the agreements imposed on them. When the filmmakers return to Ethiopia, they find the country in the grips of a famine. Facing bankruptcy, coffee farmers have begun to replace their coffee fields with chat, a more profitable narcotic.
The answer seems simple: if Africa’s share of world trade increased by only one percentage point, it would generate $70 billion a year, five times what the continent receives in aid. But it will take the education and concern of coffee consumers to force any change in the system.
Brothers Marc Francis and Nick Francis are independent documentary filmmakers based in London. They began their career making short documentaries about social, global and human rights issues before developing feature-length productions for international audiences. Their work has been supported by the Sundance Institute, the Channel 4 British Documentary Film Foundation and the UK Film Council. Other projects include “Nuke UK,” “St. Dunstans” and Hude Park. “Black Gold” premiered at the Sundance Film Festival.
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■ The “Black Gold” interactive companion Website (pbs.org/blackgold) features detailed information on the film, including an interview with the filmmaker and links and resources pertaining to the film’s subject matter. The site also features a Talkback section for viewers to share their ideas and opinions, preview clips of the film, and more.


