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INTERNATIONAL TV JOURNALIST DALJIT DHALIWAL NAMED ANCHOR 

OF ‘GLOBAL WATCH’ SPECIAL AIRING APRIL 9 AT 10:30 PM PT/ET ON PBS 

(Los Angeles, CA – March 3, 2008) International broadcast journalist Daljit Dhaliwal has been named anchor of GLOBAL WATCH, a half-hour special program currently in production for PBS by KCET/Los Angeles. The announcement was made today by Al Jerome, KCET president and CEO. GLOBAL WATCH is a television and digital media initiative, which explores issues of interest around the world with particular attention to how the United States is perceived abroad. It will air nationally on PBS on Wednesday, April 9 at 10:30 p.m. (Please check local listings). 

Funding for GLOBAL WATCH is provided by the Orfalea Family Foundation, through a grant made to the PBS Foundation. In addition to traditional broadcast reporting, GLOBAL WATCH uses new and emerging media to go beyond the headlines to provide multiple perspectives and nuanced analysis from London to Beijing and many points in between. 

“Daljit has covered international news stories throughout her career as a news anchor, including wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, conflicts in the Balkans and the ongoing turmoil in the Middle East,” said Jerome. “She is highly respected and the perfect choice to anchor such an ambitious project.”
“It is extremely gratifying to have the opportunity to anchor and report for GLOBAL WATCH,” said Dhaliwal. “There is a tremendous need for all of us to understand the critical role America plays in the world. Everything from politics to popular culture has an impact on how the rest of the world views the United States.”

GLOBAL WATCH on air and online will hear from professional reporters and “citizen journalists” who will share information and opinions in blogs, vlogs, and chatrooms. Among the themes being pursued for the special airing on April 9 are:

· The War on Terrorism: Why has support for America’s war on terrorism eroded, even among our traditional Western European allies, who themselves have been targets of terrorism?

· The Race for the Presidency: GLOBAL WATCH follows some of the foreign journalists covering the presidential campaign here, a record number this year. What do they think of the candidates? What does the race mean to their countries?

· Global Warming and the Environment: As China’s economy grows, so does pressure to clean up its environment. Among the critics is the United States. But the Chinese question America’s right to criticize when the United States is one of the chief polluters in the world and has itself rejected worldwide environmental cleanup efforts.

On pbs.org/globalwatch, where the program will be streamed, viewers will be asked their opinions of the show, as well as their opinions on the issues raised and topics for possible future shows.  Future plans for GLOBAL WATCH include a cross-platform TV/Internet/Mobile  approach to telling and gathering stories from across the globe working in partnership with professional and “citizen” journalists.

 The executive producer of GLOBAL WATCH is Bret Marcus, KCET’s vice president of programming, promotion and publicity.  Marcus, most recently served as executive producer of  California Connected, KCET’s award-winning statewide newsmagazine, and California at War, a documentary special about how World War II changed California and how California changed the war. A former NBC News and ABC News executive producer and 12-time Emmy® winner, Marcus’ distinguished career has spanned more than two decades of award-winning news production. Prior to joining KCET in 2005, he was executive producer for special projects at NBC News where he conceived, developed and coordinated projects for NBC News.  Prior to that, he was executive producer of The News with Brian Williams on MSNBC and CNBC. His credits as senior executive producer also include CNBC Primetime, where he helped create Upfront Tonight with Geraldo Rivera. At ABC News, Marcus was executive producer of World News Now and Good Morning America Sunday as well as the broadcast producer of the highly acclaimed documentary series, Turning Point. . In addition to his five National Emmy awards and seven regional Emmy awards, Marcus has earned three duPont-Columbia Awards and the George Foster Peabody Award, among many other prestigious awards.
As the current anchor of public television’s international discussion program FOREIGN EXCHANGE, Dhaliwal brings more than 10 years of broadcast experience to GLOBAL WATCH. She co-anchored CNN International’s “Your World Today,” a live two-hour news program. She has also worked for BBC World in London, New York and Washington, as well as for the U.K.’s Independent Television News (ITN) and ABC News Now, ABC’s digital platform. She has interviewed numerous newsmakers including the late Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and Pakistan’s Benazir Bhutto, Israel’s Ehud Olmert and Shimon Peres, and Mexico‘s Vicente Fox, among many others.  Dhaliwal is well-known in public broadcasting through her work with WORLD NEWS for public television, the PBS series WIDE ANGLE, and guest appearances on public radio’s “On The Media” and “The Brian Lehrer Show.”  

GLOBAL WATCH is a production of KCET / Los Angeles. Executive producer is Bret Marcus; executive in charge of production is Mary Mazur. Supervising producers are Dana Millikin and Justine Schmidt. Producers are June Molgaard and Rick Wilkinson. New York producer is Joseph Angier. Beijing producer is Adrienne Mong. Line producer is Susan Sherayko. Anchor is Daljit Dhaliwal. Field correspondents are Gordon Corera, London; Mark Mullen, Beijing; and Judy Muller, Los Angeles. Director is Steven Hirsen.  
About KCET 

KCET, the West Coast flagship station of PBS, produced the PBS series WIRED SCIENCE in association with WIRED magazine. KCET’s other national series productions include three-time NAACP Award winner TAVIS SMILEY and the Peabody Award-winning series A PLACE OF OUR OWN and its Spanish-language companion LOS NIÑOS EN SU CASA.  KCET is also co-producing SID THE SCIENCE KID with The Jim Henson Company, slated for launch in fall 2008. Throughout its more than 40-year history, KCET has won hundreds of major awards for its local and regional news and public affairs programming, its national drama and documentary productions, its quality educational family and children’s programs, and its outreach and community services. KCET New Media, now in its seventh year, has produced over 35 Web sites, extensive web original programming, educational DVDs and has won numerous awards from around the world.  For additional information about KCET, please visit kcet.org.  

About PBS

PBS is a media enterprise that serves 355 public noncommercial television stations and reaches nearly 73 million people each week through on-air and online content. Bringing diverse viewpoints to television and the Internet, PBS provides high-quality documentary and dramatic entertainment, and consistently dominates the most prestigious award competitions. PBS is a leading provider of digital learning content for pre-K-12 educators and offers a broad array of other educational services. PBS’ premier kids’ TV programming and Web site, PBS KIDS Online (www.pbskids.org), continue to be parents’ and teachers’ most trusted learning environments for children. More information about PBS is available at (www.pbs.org) one of the leading dot-org Web sites on the Internet.
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