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GOLF’S GRAND DESIGN
Friday, August 3, 2012
10:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS

– Documentary Examines History of American Golf Course Architecture and Relationship Between Golfers and the Courses –
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Every time you build a golf course, it’s not a golf course when you get there. You have to improvise.
 – Pete Dye

GOLF’S GRAND DESIGN, a documentary debuting Friday, August 3, 2012, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS, examines the history and role of American golf course architecture and explores the unique relationship between the people who play the game and the places where they play. 
“GOLF’S GRAND DESIGN not only examines the diverse designs of golf’s playing fields, but celebrates the experience of the game on many levels — the history, the artistic ingenuity, the skill and the camaraderie,” said Donald K. Boswell, president and CEO of WNED, the program producer. “This is a wonderful subject for PBS viewers, and knowledge of it will deepen appreciation for an activity that is already a passion for millions of Americans.” 
Golf’s playing fields have recognizable characteristics — fairways, greens, bunkers and water hazards —but golf is the only sport played on a field with no specifically defined dimensions. GOLF’S GRAND DESIGN focuses on golf course architecture from the 1880s through the present day and highlights some of America’s best-known and most influential courses, including the National Golf Links of America on Long Island; Baltusrol in New Jersey; Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx; Augusta National in Georgia; The Dunes in South Carolina; Pinehurst No.2 in North Carolina; Crooked Stick in Indiana; Sand Hills in Nebraska; Shadow Creek in Las Vegas; and Bandon Dunes and Old Macdonald in Oregon.

Behind these unique courses are the colorful and creative individuals who helped fashion them. The rise of golf in America over the past 130 years is due in large part to the artistry of the people who design the courses. America’s earliest golf course designers came from Scotland, golf’s ancestral home. GOLF’S GRAND DESIGN traces the impact of historical figures such as C.B. Macdonald, Tom Bendelow, A.W. Tillinghast, Alister MacKenzie, Donald Ross and Robert Trent Jones, Sr. and features insightful interviews with contemporary architects Pete Dye, Jack Nicklaus, Tom Fazio, Tom Doak, Ben Crenshaw, Bob Cupp and Bill Coore, and golf architecture experts George Bahto and Ron Whitten. The program also explores various eras and trends that affected course design and the game.
WNED Buffalo/Toronto is a leading producer of single-topic documentary programming for national broadcast on PBS including  UNDERGROUND RAILROAD: THE WILLIAM STILL STORY, THE WAR OF 1812, CHAUTAUQUA: AN AMERICAN NARRATIVE, ELBERT HUBBARD: AN AMERICAN ORIGINAL, THE ADIRONDACKS, NIAGARA FALLS, THE MARINES, WINDOW TO THE SEA, FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT’S BUFFALO and AMERICA’S HOUSES OF WORSHIP. 
A companion website to the program with bonus video material on courses and architects will be available on pbs.org. Subject experts Bob Cupp and Ron Whitten are co-authoring the companion book
Underwriter: The Robert J. Stransky Foundation
Producer: WNED Buffalo/Toronto

Producer/writer: John Grant

Editor: Greg Feinberg
Director of photography: James P. Gribbins
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CONTACTS: Gwen Mysiak, WNED, 716-845-2202; gmysiak@wned.org  
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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