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PBS Whips Up a Holiday Treat with Special Marathon Airings of
THE GREAT BRITISH BAKING SHOW: MASTERCLASS
November 19 and December 12 at 12:00 p.m. EST

[bookmark: _GoBack]ARLINGTON, VA – November 10, 2016 – This holiday season, PBS will whet viewers’ appetites with two binge-worthy marathons of THE GREAT BRITISH BAKING SHOW spin-off, THE GREAT BRITISH BAKING SHOW: MASTERCLASS. The special episodes air Saturday, November 19, 2016, from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST, and Saturday, December 17, 2016, from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST (check local listings), and showcase Thanksgiving and holiday-inspired recipes from the show’s celebrity chefs Mary Berry and Paul Hollywood. 

In MASTERCLASS, Hollywood and Berry take viewers through step-by-step re-creations of their famous baked treats. After airing on PBS, MASTERCLASS episodes will be available free via digital streaming for four weeks at pbs.org, and then will be available via Passport, a benefit for local PBS station donors offering extended access to a rich library of public television programming (contact your local PBS station for details). THE GREAT BRITISH BAKING SHOW was PBS’ most-streamed show this past summer.

“PBS has a rich history as a preeminent destination for cooking programming,” said Beth Hoppe, PBS Chief Programming Executive and General Manager, General Audience Programming. “THE GREAT BRITISH BAKING SHOW is one of PBS’ most popular programs. We’re excited to give hungry fans more of what they love with this special taste of MASTERCLASS.” 

THE GREAT BRITISH BAKING SHOW follows bakers from diverse backgrounds who tackle culinary trials that increase in difficulty as the competition unfolds. Season 3 of THE GREAT BRITISH BAKING SHOW on PBS reached 16.1 million persons 2+ who watched using traditional TV and DVR, up 9% over Season 2’s 14.8 million.  Both THE GREAT BRITISH BAKING SHOW and MASTERCLASS are produced by the award-winning Love Productions. For more information, screeners and images, visit the series’ PBS Pressroom page.   
 

About THE GREAT BRITISH BAKING SHOW
THE GREAT BRITISH BAKING SHOW (known as THE GREAT BRITISH BAKEOFF in the U.K.), has won three BAFTA Awards in the seven seasons that have transmitted in the U.K. In 2014, the show moved from BBC Two to BBC One. The ratings have grown over the seven seasons to date. With an audience of over 15 million and an audience share of 55 percent, last season’s finale was the highest-rated show in the UK.
 
About Love Productions
Love Productions is an award-winning production company based in London, Bristol, New York and Los Angeles. It has produced Baby Borrowers for the BBC in the U.K. and for NBC in the U.S., and the award-winning series Famous Rich and Homeless and Make Bradford British. Recently, Love produced the highest-rated Channel 4 series, Benefits Street, and sold a 70 % stake in its business to BSkyB.
                

About PBS
PBS, with nearly 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 100 million people through television and nearly 33 million people online, inviting them to experience science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been honored consistently by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming, and its website pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most-trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and the love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at PBS.org — one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet — or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.

– PBS –
CONTACTS: 

Sara Levin/Melissa Goldberg, Goodman Media International; PBSProgramming@goodmanmedia.com; 212-576-2700
Atiya Frederick, PBS; anfrederick@pbs.org; 703-739-5147

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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