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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact:  

Karen Read, Oregon Public Broadcasting,  503.977.7780 or kread@opb.org

Unpack the treasures of America’s wilderness with

GREAT LODGES OF THE NATIONAL PARKS

Oregon Public Broadcasting captures a world of nature, history, and charm with 

two new PBS documentaries premiering Wednesday, June 25 at 8 p.m.
Portland, OR April 1, 2008.  Pack your bags!  The latest installment of PBS’s popular GREAT LODGES series takes viewers on a fascinating tour of some of America’s most gorgeous national lands and their diverse, charming, and historic lodges. This captivating two-part, two-hour documentary produced by Oregon Public Broadcasting airs in high-definition on PBS stations nationwide on  Wednesdays, June 25 and July 2, 2008 at 8 p.m. (check local listings).  A high-quality gift book of the same title will be available in stores in July 2008.  

GREAT LODGES OF THE NATIONAL PARKS sets you on the edge of a volcano in Hawaii, surrounds you with comfort in the Alaskan wilderness, climbs the rugged mountain peaks of the Rockies, and even shows you an oasis of hospitality in California’s Death Valley.

The program blends stunning nature, perfect hospitality, and colorful histories to transport viewers to a world of storied leisure.  In Episode 1 visit Furnace Creek Inn, built in 1927 by The Borax Company to provide lush tourist lodging in what they called “Nature’s Inferno.“ Then stay at Lake Quinault Lodge, whose majestic setting inspired President Franklin D. Roosevelt to create Olympic National Park.  At Wallowa Lake Lodge, every item has been lovingly restored to its original 1920’s condition; and Hawaii’s Volcano House is perched on the edge of a three-mile-wide caldera filled with rolling, folding, frozen-in-time lava punctuated by steam vents, crevices, and craters.

In Episode 2, travel to the Rockies for a stay at the elegant and refined Stanley Hotel, which will be familiar to fans of Stephen King’s The Shining; then visit Jackson Lake Lodge on a site personally selected by John D Rockefeller, Jr. and his son Laurence. Then it’s on to Alaska to see glaciers calve at Glacier Bay Lodge and snuggle up after a day on the tundra in the classic cozy cabins at Camp Denali. 

Author, journalist, and architectural historian Christine Barnes selected the lodges for the book and the documentary in part because of their rich histories and the fascinating characters that created them.  “What always travels with me is the knowledge that for the vision and diligence of a few, these places exist for the many,” explains Barnes. 

The lodges also represent an eclectic collection of architectural styles over the course of one hundred years.  From familiar rustic “parkitecture” to International and Spanish Revival grand resorts, lumbering lake lodges, and cabins in the mountains, GREAT LODGES OF THE NATIONAL PARKS showcases the myriad ways to experience the inspiring beauty of our treasured national lands.  “They’re solid, functioning examples of American history:  museums with beds, restaurants, and places to look at and reflect on the grandeur of it all,” adds the author.

 Great Lodges of the National Parks on PBS

· Two 60 minute documentary films

· Home video available from pbs.org

· Fourth the program line that includes Great Lodges of the National Parks I, Great Lodges of the Canadian Rockies, and Adventure Lodges of North America

##

About Christine Barnes

Christine Barnes is the author of a series of books showcasing the great lodges found within the public lands of United States and Canada. Great Lodges of the West, 1998 winner of the Benjamin Franklin Best History Award, Great Lodges of the Canadian Rockies (2000), and Great Lodges of the National Parks (2002), along with individual books on Old Faithful Inn in Yellowstone National Park, El Tovar and Hopi House in Grand Canyon National Park, and now Great Lodges of the National Parks, Volume Two build on the story of these buildings and parks. The books have resulted in three PBS television series productions for which she served as senior consultant and historian. Prior to her career as a nonfiction author, she was a journalist and features editor for the Oakland Tribune and San Francisco Examiner. A Colorado native, she is a graduate of -Northwestern University and lives in Bend, Oregon, with her husband, Jerry. The Barneses have two children and three grandchildren.

About OPB  

OPB is Oregon’s most far-reaching and accessible media resource, providing free access to programming for children and adults designed to give voice to community, connect Oregon and its neighbors and illuminate a wider world.  OPB is also one of the nation’s top producers and presenters of public television programming, including primetime series, national news features, travel shows, historical documentaries, and specials that address contemporary issues.    OPB is a member station of the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS), National Public Radio (NPR), Public Radio International (PRI), and American Public Media (APM). For more information about OPB’s national production services, visit www.opb.org.

About PBS

PBS is a media enterprise that serves 355 public noncommercial television stations and reaches over 75 million people each week through on-air and online content. Bringing diverse viewpoints to television and the Internet, PBS provides high-quality documentary and dramatic entertainment, and consistently dominates the most prestigious award competitions. PBS is a leading provider of educational materials for K-12 teachers, and offers a broad array of other educational services. PBS’ premier kids’ TV programming and Web site, PBS KIDS Online (www.pbskids.org), continue to be parents’ and teachers’ most trusted learning environments for children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org Web sites on the Internet. 












