GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET
“Doctor Atomic”

Monday, December 29, 2008
9:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m. ET
– John Adams’ Opera Stars Gerald Finley as “Father of the A-Bomb” –
GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET launches its third season on PBS with the Metropolitan Opera premiere of “Doctor Atomic,” John Adams’ powerful portrait of the physicist presiding over the creation of the atom bomb. The program airs Monday, December 29, 2008 9:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m. ET on PBS. Presented in high definition and 5.1 digital surround sound, the opera stars Canadian baritone Gerald Finley as the Faustian J. Robert Oppenheimer, “Father of the A-Bomb.” Alan Gilbert conducts.

“An ambitious, haunting work,” proclaimed The New York Times of Penny Woolcock’s cinematic new production, with special praise for Finley (“vocally visceral and emotionally nuanced”) and Gilbert. “The performance he draws from the Met Orchestra and Chorus is a revelation. This score continues to impress as Mr. Adams’ most complex and masterly music.”

The Pulitzer Prize-winning composer (On the Transmigration of Souls) often tackles contemporary and controversial subjects, such as his first opera, 1987’s Nixon in China. The second, The Death of Klinghoffer, followed in 1991, with Doctor Atomic having its world premiere at San Francisco Opera 14 years later. This production marks his Met debut.

Set in New Mexico in the summer of 1945, as scientists, led by Oppenheimer, and the military prepare to test the first nuclear bomb, the work neatly limns events that will radically change the course of history. “Adams has created a score filled with color, syncopation and lush interludes,” wrote Associated Press.

“Doctor Atomic” is the first of 11 Met Opera productions scheduled for broadcast in GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET’s 2008-09 season. The others are (dates and casts subject to change):

· January 17: Richard Strauss’ Salome, with Karita Mattilla and Juha Uusitalo, conducted by Patrick Summers, in a production by Jürgen Flimm.
· February 28: Hector Berlioz’ La Damnation de Faust, with Susan Graham, Marcello Giordani and John Relyea, conducted by James Levine, in a new production by Robert Lepage.
· March Pledge: Opening Night Gala 2008, with Renée Fleming in scenes from Giuseppe Verdi’s La Traviata, Jules Massenet’s Manon and Strauss’ Capriccio.
· March 28: Massenet’s Thaïs, with Renée Fleming and Thomas Hampson, conducted by Jesús López-Cobos, in a new production by John Cox.
· April 15: Gaetano Donizetti’s Lucia di Lammermoor, with Anna Netrebko and Rolando Villazón, conducted by Marco Armiliato, in a production by Mary Zimmerman.
· April 25: Giacomo Puccini’s La Rondine, with Angela Gheorghiu and Roberto Alagna, conducted by Marco Armiliato, in a new production by Nicolas Joël.
· May 16: Christoph Willibald Gluck’s Orfeo ed Euridice, with Stephanie Blythe and Danielle de Niese, conducted by James Levine, in a production by Mark Morris.
· June 20: Puccini’s Madama Butterfly, with Cristina Gallardo-Domâs and Marcello Giordani, conducted by Patrick Summers, in a production by Anthony Minghella.
· July 11: Vincenzo Bellini’s La Sonnambula, with Natalie Dessay and Juan Diego Flórez, conducted by Evelino Pidò, in a new production by Mary Zimmerman.
· August 15: Gioacchino Rossini’s La Cenerentola, with Elina Garanča and Lawrence Brownlee, conducted by Maurizio Benini, in a production by Cesare Lievi.
GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET “Doctor Atomic,” sung in English to Peter Sellars’ libretto, is directed for television by Gary Halvorson and hosted by acclaimed Met mezzo Susan Graham. Julian Crouch designed the sets; Catherine Zuber the costumes; Brian MacDevitt the lighting. Andrew Dawson is choreographer. The production was transmitted as part of The Met: Live in HD series on November 8, 2008, and was recorded for this telecast. Bonus material includes a feature on J. Robert Oppenheimer.

Also in the large cast are mezzo-soprano Sasha Cooke as Oppenheimer’s wife, Kitty; bass-baritone Richard Paul Fink (Edward Teller); bass-baritone Eric Owens (General Leslie Groves); tenor Thomas Glenn (Robert Wilson); and contralto Meredith Arwady (Pasqualita).

■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online at pbs.org/gperf contains additional information on GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The Web companion contains a variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.
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