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FLEMING ENCORES TCHAIKOVSKY HEROINE
ON GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET ON PBS
PRESENTED BY THIRTEEN/WNET NEW YORK

The stars are out at GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET as Russian superstar conductor Valery Gergiev leads beloved American soprano Renée Fleming and thrilling Russian baritone Dmitri Hvorostovsky in Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin, encoring in high definition and 5.1 surround sound Sunday, May 25 at 1 p.m. (ET) on GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET on PBS HD (check local listings).  Also starring is popular Met tenor Ramón Vargas as the tragic poet Lenski.
“You will seldom see better acting in opera than the scenes between Ms. Fleming and Mr. Hvorostovsky,” wrote The New York Times.  “She brought subtle pianissimo shadings to some of Tchaikovsky’s most poignant melodic lines.”  Of Hvorostovsky in the title role, the paper noted, “With his white mane, commanding physique and earthy voice, he projects charisma naturally, making him perfect for this diffident character.”
Originally airing April 21, 2007, the presentation is the ninth of 14 productions to be broadcast this year in the GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET series, an alliance between the Metropolitan Opera and PBS, presented by Thirteen/WNET New York.   


GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET: Eugene Onegin, sung in Russian with English surtitles, is directed for television by Brian Large.  Jay Saks is audio producer.  The production was conceived by Robert Carsen, with sets and costumes by Michael Levine.  Tchaikovsky wrote his own libretto for the work, based on Pushkin’s 1837 verse-novel of the same title.

GREAT PERFORMANCES is funded by the Irene Diamond Fund, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, public television viewers, and PBS.  Corporate support for GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET is provided by Toll Brothers.  Telecast funding for Eugene Onegin was provided by Mr. and Mrs. Sid R. Bass and The Annenberg Foundation.
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(Photos available at thirteen.org/pressroom and pbs.org/pressroom)
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