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NETREBKO DAZZLES IN PURITANI ENCORE
ON GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET ON PBS

PRESENTED BY THIRTEEN/WNET NEW YORK

Glamorous international superstar Anna Netrebko returns to center stage in Bellini’s bel canto classic I Puritani (The Puritans), encoring in high definition and 5.1 surround sound Sunday, May 4 at 1 p.m. (ET) on GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET on PBS HD (check local listings).  Joining the Russian soprano in the tumultuous tale of a young bride-to-be caught between warring forces in the English civil war of the 1640s are American tenor Eric Cutler as her betrothed, Lord Arturo Talbot, Italian baritone Franco Vassallo as her former suitor, and Canadian bass John Relyea as her adoring uncle.  Patrick Summers conducts.

A startling combination of star quality, talent and stunning beauty, Netrebko is the Big News in the opera world today.  Her performances sell out everywhere – particularly at the Met, where she triumphed this season in Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette (seen April 6 on GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET).  “She is a dazzler,” wrote Opera News, “who bids fair to build a career rich in memorable performances.”
Originally airing February 17, 2007, the presentation is the sixth of 14 productions to be broadcast this year in the GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET series, an alliance between the Metropolitan Opera and PBS, presented by Thirteen/WNET New York

GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET: I Puritani, sung in Italian with English surtitles, is directed for television by Gary Halvorson.  Jay Saks is audio producer.  The production was conceived by Sandro Sequi, with sets by Ming Cho Lee and costumes by Peter J. Hall.  The libretto is by Count Carlo Pepoli.   


GREAT PERFORMANCES is funded by the Irene Diamond Fund, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, public television stations, and PBS.  Corporate support for GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET is provided by Toll Brothers.  Telecast funding for I Puritani was provided in part by the Charles E. Culpeper Foundation, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and the Arthur F. and Alice E. Adams Charitable Foundation, Miami, FL. 
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(Photos available at thirteen.org/pressroom and pbs.org/pressroom)
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