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PUCCINI’S IL TRITTICO ENCORES
ON GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET ON PBS

PRESENTED BY THIRTEEN/WNET NEW YORK

It’s three-for-one Sunday on GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET with the encore airing of Puccini’s triple bill of one-act operas, Il Trittico, June 22 at 1 p.m. (ET) on PBS HD (check local listings).  Presented in high definition and 5.1 surround sound, the telecast reveals the company at its most ambitious:  offering a brilliant ensemble cast, under the direction of Broadway luminary Jack O’Brien (Lincoln Center’s The Coast of Utopia) in a spectacular re-telling of the 1918 work.  The New York Times found Met Music Director James Levine’s conducting “elegant, animated and beautifully detailed.”

Maria Guleghina, Salvatore Licitra and Juan Pons lead the cast of Il Tabarro, a dark tale of Parisian laborers and a tragic, adulterous affair.  Barbara Frittoli is Suor Angelica, a young nun who finds salvation despite the efforts of her tormenting aunt (Stephanie Blythe).  Concluding the piece is the delightful Gianni Schicchi, with Alessando Corbelli as the lovable scoundrel who saves his daughter’s upcoming marriage and ends up the richest man in town.  “Robust and stylish,” “endearing and unflappable,” said The Times of Corbelli’s performance. 

Originally airing June 16, 2007, the presentation is the next to last of 14 productions to be broadcast this year in the GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET series, an alliance between the Metropolitan Opera and PBS, presented by Thirteen/WNET New York.

GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET: Il Trittico, sung in Italian with English surtitles, is directed for television by Gary Halvorson.  Jay Saks is audio producer.  The mammoth sets are by Douglas W. Schmidt, with costumes by Jess Goldstein.  
GREAT PERFORMANCES is funded by the Irene Diamond Fund, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, public television viewers, and PBS.  Corporate support for GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET is provided by Toll Brothers.  Telecast funding for Il Trittico was provided in part by the Charles E. Culpeper Foundation, Donald G. Sisler, and the Arthur F. and Alice E. Adams Charitable Foundation, Miami, FL. 
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