GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET
“La Fille du Régiment”

– Natalie Dessay and Juan Diego Flórez Romp in Donizetti Classic; Felicity Palmer Co-stars –

It’s the kind of pairing bel canto lovers live for: Juan Diego Flórez is back and, yes, Natalie Dessay has got him. The brilliant French coloratura soprano and the astonishing tenor from Peru make early-19th-century opera magic in Donizetti’s rollicking “La Fille du Régiment” (Daughter of the Regiment) on GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET, airing in June 2008 (check local listings) on PBS. Broadcast in high definition and 5.1 surround sound, the composer’s first French-language opera offers a delightful soufflé of humor, melody and some of the vocal art’s most notorious challenges. Needless to say, Dessay and Flórez, under the baton of Marco Armiliato, score on all counts.  

“The crowd, as they say, went wild,” The New York Times proclaimed when the new Met production by Laurent Pelly premiered in April. Particular praise was showered on Dessay for her hilarious portrayal of the simple but delectable Marie, an orphan adopted by the 21st regiment of the French troops and made their mascot, or “daughter.” Flórez was equally hailed for his charming Tonio, Marie’s beloved, and for brilliantly hitting the nine high Cs in the famous aria “Ah! Mes amis.”    

Co-starring are redoubtable British mezzo-soprano Felicity Palmer as Marie’s “aunt,” the Marquise of Berkenfield, who tries, unsuccessfully, to turn her into a lady, and Italian buffo, bass Alessandro Corbelli, as the regiment’s Sergeant Sulpice. Tony Award-winner Marian Seldes is the imperious Duchess of Krakenthorp.

Much of the excitement from Donizetti’s score — first heard at the work’s 1840 Paris premiere — comes from its martial tunes. “Rataplan, rataplan” is sung by the French troops, while Marie salutes her regiment with the stirring “Ah, chachun le pait, chachun le dit.” Other highlights include Marie’s farewell to her regiment, “Il faut partir,” and Marie and Tonio’s playful love duet, “De cet aveu si tendre.”

The final HD telecast to air in GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET’s 2008 season, “La Fille du Régiment,” with a libretto by Jules-Henri Vernoy de Saint-Georges and Jean-Francois-Alfred Bayard, is sung in French with English subtitles. A co-production with the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, and the Vienna State Opera, it was conceived, directed and updated from Napoleonic warfare in the Tyrol to World War I by Laurent Pelly, who also designed the costumes. Chantal Thomas designed the striking sets.

GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET “La Fille du Régiment” is directed for television by Gary Halvorson. Jay Saks is audio producer. The production was recorded on stage at the house April 26, 2008.

Underwriters: Toll Brothers, Irene Diamond Fund, National Endowment for the Arts, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Telecast funding for “La Fille du Régiment” provided by The Annenberg Foundation. Producer: Metropolitan Opera. Presenter: Thirteen/WNET New York. Metropolitan Opera executive producer: Peter Gelb. Metropolitan Opera supervising producers: Mia Bongiovanni and Elena Park. Metropolitan Opera producers: Louisa Briccetti and Victoria Warivonchik. GREAT PERFORMANCES executive producer: David Horn. Director of program development: Bill O’Donnell. Format: CC Stereo 5.1 Surround Sound Letterbox/HD where available. Online: pbs.org
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■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


