GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET
“Roméo et Juliette”

– Anna Netrebko, Roberto Alagna Are Star-Cross’d Lovers –

All the world loves lovers — and it loves Romeo and Juliet best of all. Whether masquerading as Tony and Maria in West Side Story or heating up a Peggy Lee lyric (“Julie, baby, you’re my flame; thou giveth fever!”), Shakespeare’s star-cross’d pair continues to enchant both swooning adolescents and their teary-eyed parents.

The tragic tale of lovers thwarted by their warring families has long served opera composers, few rendering it more faithfully than French composer Charles Gounod (1818-93). In April 2008 (check local listings) on PBS, that interpretation comes thrillingly alive in high definition and 5.1 digital surround sound when Anna Netrebko and Roberto Alagna ignite “Roméo et Juliette” on GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET.

Wrote The New York Times of the production’s pairing of the Russian soprano and French tenor: “You are not going to hear much better singing than this today.” Associated Press called Netrebko’s Juliette “Striking … sparkling on her high notes … and rising to great heights of dramatic interpretation.” “Ardent and ultimately winning,” was AP’s assessment of Alagna’s Roméo, one of his most acclaimed signature roles.

Plácido Domingo, who himself sang the role of Roméo at the Met in 1974, leads the orchestra and chorus; Donald Palumbo is chorus master.

The second of 14 weekly HD telecasts to air in the 2008 GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET season, “Roméo et Juliette” is sung in French with English subtitles. Baritone Nathan Gunn portrays Roméo’s friend Mercutio; mezzo soprano Isabel Leonard is Stéphano, a trouser role created just for the opera by librettists Jules Barbier and Michel Carré; and bass Robert Leonard is the kindly Frère Laurent, who marries the lovers.

Completing the large cast are Marc Heller (Tybalt), Louis Otey (Paris), Charles Taylor (Capulet), Jane Bunnell (Gertrude), David Won (Grégorio), Tony Stevenson (Benvolio) and Dean Peterson (Duke of Verona).  

While never as famous as its composer’s best-known work, Faust (probably the most famous opera of its time), Roméo et Juliette (1867) nevertheless has found a foothold in the world’s opera houses, due in great part to its four famous love-duets and showcase arias like Juliet’s glittering “Je veux vivre dans ce rêve” and Mercutio’s Queen Mab ballad. This production, conceived by director Guy Joosten (complete with floating bed for the lovers), offers stylized sets by Johannes Leiacker and lush costumes by Jorge Jara. It bowed at the Met November 14, 2005. 

GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET “Roméo et Juliette” is directed for television by Gary Halvorson. Jay Saks is audio producer. It was recorded December 15, 2007, on stage at the house.   

Underwriters: Toll Brothers, Irene Diamond Fund, National Endowment for the Arts, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Producer: Metropolitan Opera. Presenter: Thirteen/WNET New York. Metropolitan Opera executive producer: Peter Gelb. Metropolitan Opera supervising producers: Mia Bongiovanni and Elena Park. Metropolitan Opera producers: Louisa Briccetti and Victoria Warivonchik. GREAT PERFORMANCES producer: David Horn. Director of program development: Bill O’Donnell. Format: CC Stereo 5.1 Surround sound Letterbox/HD where available. Online: pbs.org
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■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


