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GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET “The Audition”
Wednesday, January 20, 2010
9:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS

– Behind-the-scenes Documentary Features the Finalists of the Met’s National Council Auditions As They Compete in This Career-launching Contest–
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	The Metropolitan Opera’s National Council Auditions’ 11 finalists take a bow.
Credit: Ken Howard/Metropolitan Opera


Award-winning filmmaker Susan Froemke looks at the intense pressures young opera singers face as they struggle to succeed in one of the most difficult professions in the performing arts in “The Audition.” The feature-length documentary takes viewers behind the scenes at the Metropolitan Opera’s National Council Auditions, where each year thousands of hopefuls compete for a cash prize, the chance to sing on the Met stage and the opportunity to launch a major operatic career. GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET “The Audition” airs Wednesday, January 20, 2010, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS.  

GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET “The Audition” is the second of 10 productions airing during the 2009-2010 season. The film covers the dramatic week leading up to the finals of the 2007 auditions, focusing on three very different tenor contestants: Michael Fabiano, a fiery 22-year-old grappling with his inner demons; Alek Shrader, a 25-year-old with movie-star looks who attempts to sing nine high Cs in the fiendishly difficult aria that made Pavarotti a star; and Ryan Smith, who at age 30 and with little formal training, is pursuing his dream of an operatic career. “The Audition” is both a suspenseful competition narrative and a revealing backstage look at what it takes to make it as an opera singer.
■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online at pbs.org/gperf contains additional information on GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The Web companion contains a variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.

“The Audition” underwriter: Frayda B. Lindemann
Series underwriters: Toll Brothers, Irene Diamond Fund, National Endowment for the Arts, Vivian Milstein, PBS, Public Television Viewers and Corporation for Public Broadcasting
Supervising producers: Mia Bongiovanni and Elena Park 
Producers: Louisa Briccetti and Victoria Warivonchik 
Executive producer: Peter Gelb 
Series producer: Bill O’Donnell 

Series executive producer: David Horn
Format: CC Stereo HD (16:9)
Online: pbs.org/gperf
– PBS –

CONTACTS: Jitin Hingorani, WNET.org, 212-560-6609; hingoraniJ@wnet.org 
Lee Abrahamian, Metropolitan Opera, 212-870-7457; labrahamian@metopera.org
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at www.pbs.org/pressroom.
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