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FLÓREZ LEADS BARBER ENCORE
ON GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET ON PBS
PRESENTED BY THIRTEEN/WNET NEW YORK

The greatest Rossini tenor of our time, dashing young Peruvian tenor Juan Diego Flórez, stars as Count Almaviva in Bart Sher’s boisterous production of Rossini’s The Barber of Seville, encoring in high definition and 5.1 surround sound Sunday, June 8 at 1 p.m. (ET) on GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET on PBS HD (check local listings).  Co-starring are acclaimed Swedish baritone Peter Mattei, as wily barber Figaro, and captivating American mezzo-soprano Joyce DiDonato, as saucy young heroine Rosina.  Maurizio Benini conducts.


Raved The New York Times of Flórez’s performance:  “He fearlessly dispatched Rossini’s virtuosic runs and passagework.  The popular, boyishly handsome tenor exuded youthful ardor and energy.”  The paper called the production by Sher, best known to New Yorkers for his work on The Light in the Piazza, “inventive” and “breezy,” and praised his fresh concept that “embraced the opera’s atmosphere of intrigue and subterfuge.”

Originally airing May 26, 2007, the presentation is the 11th of 14 productions to be broadcast this year in the GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET series, an alliance between the Metropolitan Opera and PBS, presented by Thirteen/WNET New York.


GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET: The Barber of Seville, sung in Italian with English surtitles, is directed for television by Gary Halvorson.  Jay Saks is audio producer.  Michael Yeargan designed the sets, Catherine Zuber the costumes.  With a text by Cesare Sterbini, the work is based on Beaumarchais’ ground-breaking Le Barbier de Seville.  John Del Carlo sings Rosina’s pompous guardian, Dr. Bartolo, with John Relyea as her fawning music teacher, Don Basilio.
GREAT PERFORMANCES is funded by the Irene Diamond Fund, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, public television viewers, and PBS.  Corporate support for GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET is provided by Toll Brothers.  Telecast funding for The Barber of Seville was provided by the Sybil B. Harrington Endowment Fund.  
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(Photos available at thirteen.org/pressroom and pbs.org/pressroom)
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