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DOMINGO LEADS FIRST EMPEROR ENCORE
ON GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET ON PBS
PRESENTED BY THIRTEEN/WNET NEW YORK

Qin Shi Huang united all China, began construction of the Great Wall, and, through brutality and treachery, imposed his will on millions of subjects.  In other words, his life is perfectly suited to opera.  Tan Dun, who won an Oscar for his film score for Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, thinks so; Plácido Domingo thinks so too.  The legendary tenor sings the title role in Tan’s The First Emperor, encoring in high definition and 5.1 surround sound Sunday, May 11 at 1 p.m. (ET) on GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET on PBS HD (check local listings).  
Co-starring are soprano Elizabeth Futral as Qin’s daughter, Princess Yueyang, and tenor Paul Groves as Gao Jianli, Qin’s former childhood friend whom Yueyang seduces, triggering the tragic finale.  Filmmaker Zhang Yimou directs, with a libretto in English by composer Tan and novelist Ha Jin.  Wrote The Baltimore Sun:  “Tan Dun’s score is enough to shake the senses – the use of stones by drummers in place of sticks; the chorus clapping and stomping in a nod to practices at the court 2,000 years ago.”  Added The New York Times, “His music does sing.”


Originally airing March 24, 2007, the presentation is the seventh of 14 productions to be broadcast this year in the GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET series, an alliance between the Metropolitan Opera and PBS, presented by Thirteen/WNET New York.

GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET: The First Emperor is directed for television by Brian Large.  Jay Saks is audio producer.  Tan Dun conducts.


GREAT PERFORMANCES is funded by the Irene Diamond Fund, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, public television stations, and PBS.  Corporate support for GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET is provided by Toll Brothers.  Telecast funding for The First Emperor was provided in part by the Charles E. Culpeper Foundation, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and the Arthur F. and Alice E. Adams Charitable Foundation, Miami, FL. 
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