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JULIE TAYMOR’S THE MAGIC FLUTE ENCORES
ON GREAT PERFORMANCSE AT THE MET ON PBS
PRESENTED BY THIRTEEN/WNET NEW YORK

“An enchanting ride” proclaimed The New York Times of Julie’s Taymor’s sparkling English-language production of Mozart’s The Magic Flute.  That child-friendly offering, replete with flying birds, dancing bears and a star-shimmering Queen of the Night, encores in high definition (HD) and 5.1 digital surround sound Sunday, April 20 at 1 p.m. (ET) on GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET on PBS HD (check local listings).  Heading the cast are Ying Huang as Pamina, Matthew Polenzani as Tamino, Nathan Gunn as Papageno, Erika Miklósa as The Queen of the Night, and René Pape as Sarastro.  James Levine conducts.


Set in a fanciful ancient Egypt, the story is as universal as any fairy tale.  The noble Prince Tamino is encouraged by The Queen of the Night to rescue her daughter, Pamina, from the sorcerer Sarastro.  It is soon apparent, however, that Sarastro was actually saving Pamina from her wicked mother.  Courage, virtue and wisdom ultimately triumph, but not before Tamino’s friend, Papageno, finds his beloved Papagena.

Originally airing January 24, 2007, the presentation is the fourth of 14 productions to be broadcast this year on GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET, an alliance between the Metropolitan Opera and PBS, presented by Thirteen/WNET New York.   


GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET: The Magic Flute is directed for television by Gary Halvorson.  The English libretto is by the poet J.D. McClatchy and the settings are by George Tsypin, with Donald Holder as lighting designer.  Julie Taymor designed the costumes and co-designed the puppets with Michael Curry.

GREAT PERFORMANCES is funded by the Irene Diamond Fund, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, public television viewers, and PBS.  Corporate support for GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET is provided by Toll Brothers.  Telecast funding for The Magic Flute was provided in part by the Charles E. Culpeper Foundation, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and the Arthur F. and Alice E. Adams Charitable Foundation, Miami, FL. 
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