GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET
“Tristan und Isolde”

– Deborah Voigt Triumphs as Wagner’s Irish Princess Under James Levine’s Vigilant Baton –

Eminent Wagnerian James Levine is never more happy than when taking the Metropolitan Opera through the master’s sublime and irresistible love poem, “Tristan und Isolde.” Top that with the pairing of soprano Deborah Voigt and tenor Robert Dean Smith in the title roles and rapture rules on GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET. Airing June in 2008 (check local listings) in high definition and 5.1 digital surround sound on PBS, “Tristan und Isolde” co-stars mezzo-soprano Michelle DeYoung as Isolde’s maid and confidante, Brangäne, and bass Matti Salminen as her cuckolded husband, King Marke.

“Articulate, sweeping and intense,” extolled The New York Times of Levine’s vigilant guidance. “He strove for a glowing and magisterial performance, with no phrases pushed unduly and no superficial dramatic touches. The orchestra played magnificently.” Of the lustrous Voigt, the paper hailed “the sheer energy of her singing, the unforced power of her soaring phrases and the fearlessness of her top notes.”

Debutant Smith also drew strong reviews. The Times praised his “gorgeous tone and confident stage presence,” while AP concluded, “He sang with beauty and style throughout.”

Based on an ancient Celtic romance, Wagner’s three-act music-drama is the story of the proud Irish princess Isolde and the overwhelming passion she shares with the knight Tristan. He is the nephew of King Marke, whom Isolde is forced to wed. It is only in death that the pair finds transcendence and peace.

The 1865 work, with its advanced use of chromaticism, tonality, color and harmonic suspension, charted new territory for the opera stage, transforming the course of music history. Its famous Prelude and Isolde’s concluding “Liebestod” (“Love death”) are staples of the concert repertory.

Also featured in the production, conceived by celebrated German director Dieter Dorn, are baritone Eike Wilm Schulte as Kurwenal, baritone Stephen Gaertner as Melot, bass-baritone James Courtney as the Steersman and tenor Mark Schowalter as the Shepherd.

“Tristan und Isolde” is the latest HD telecast to air in the weekly 2008 GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET season. Sung in German to Wagner’s own libretto and with sets and costumes by Jürgen Rose, it was recorded on stage at the house March 22, 2008. Barbara Willis Sweete directs for television; Jay Saks is audio producer.     

Underwriters: Toll Brothers, Irene Diamond Fund, National Endowment for the Arts, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Telecast funding for “Tristan und Isolde” provided by Gilbert S. Kahn and John J. Noffo Kahn. Producer: Metropolitan Opera. Presenter: Thirteen/WNET New York. Metropolitan Opera executive producer: Peter Gelb. Metropolitan Opera supervising producers: Mia Bongiovanni and Elena Park. Metropolitan Opera producers: Louisa Briccetti and Victoria Warivonchik. GREAT PERFORMANCES producer: David Horn. Director of program development: Bill O’Donnell. Format: CC Stereo 5.1 Surround Sound Letterbox/HD where available. Online: pbs.org
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■ GREAT PERFORMANCES online, pbs.org/wnet/gperf/, contains additional information about this and other GREAT PERFORMANCES programs. The colorful Web companion contains a wide variety of images, in-depth information about the programs and activities for teachers, including lesson plans, tips and resources.


