“GUNS, GERMS, AND STEEL”

a national geographic presentation

Premiering Monday, July 11, 18 and 25 at 10 p.m. ET/PT on PBS

(Check Local Listings)
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MICHAEL ROSENFELD
Executive Vice President, Television Programming and Production,

National Geographic Television & Film

Michael Rosenfeld is executive vice president, television programming and production for National Geographic Television & Film (NGT&F) where he oversees all documentary television production. This includes Specials and event production, NGT&F productions for National Geographic Channels, third party productions, production management, editorial development and standards and practices. 

Prior to this, he was senior executive producer, responsible for Specials and event programming. In addition to the renowned National Geographic Specials on PBS, he managed event programs and series for PBS, the National Geographic Channel and other broadcasters.  

Before taking over the National Geographic Specials in 1999, he served as executive producer of National Geographic EXPLORER. In that position, he was instrumental in shaping the EXPLORER series into a ratings and creative stronghold. Under his guidance, EXPLORER won 16 Emmy Awards, and for three years in a row took the Cable Ace Award for the best magazine series on cable television.  
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Rosenfeld began working on EXPLORER as a supervising writer, senior producer and series producer and became executive producer in 1993. While holding these positions he produced and wrote films, covering everything from volcanology to Indonesian death rites. His productions have won numerous awards, including an Emmy award for editing, a Chris Award, Best Video from the Banff Festival of Mountain films, a Gold Award from the Houston International Film Festival and a Special Jury Award from the San Francisco International Film Festival.

Rosenfeld’s recent projects include the award-winning “National Geographic’s Strange Days on Planet Earth,” which premiered on PBS in April 2005.  The series, hosted by Award-winning actor Edward Norton, reveals a cause and effect relationship between what humans do to the Earth and what impact those actions have. 

Rosenfeld is also executive producer of “Guns, Germs, and Steel,” a new series for PBS that is based on Jared Diamond’s best-selling book. The series explores Diamond’s central theory that one society’s advancement over another is not a matter of genetics, but rather geography. Packed with updates from the original book, “Guns, Germs, and Steel” offers viewers a new way to look at the world, make sense of it and explain why the world exists as it does today. “Guns, Germs and Steel,” premieres on PBS on three consecutive Mondays in July, beginning Monday, July 11 at 10 PM ET/PT (check local listings).
(MORE)
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RICHARD BRADLEY

Managing Director, Lion Television Ltd. and

Vice President of Content, Lion Television Ltd.

 
Richard Bradley specializes in both popular and ambitious history, arts and science projects. As executive producer at Lion over the last six years Richard's program credits include: Emmy-nominated “Egypt's Golden Empire” (DDE, PBS, BBC2 and BBC Worldwide), “The Maze” (Channel 4, WGBH and RTE), “The Long Goodbye,” an acclaimed three-part series on bereavement for BBC2 that won an RTS award, “The Tower” (Channel 4), “The Spartans” (Channel 4), “Castle” (Channel 4) and “Britain's Finest” (Five).
 
In 2003 he executive produced “Medici: Godfathers of the Renaissance,” four hours for PBS/DDE/Channel 4 and “Days That Shook the World” for BBC4, BBC2 and The History Channel, the second series of which is currently in production. For the fiftieth anniversary of the four minute mile, with exclusive access to Roger Bannister, he has recently completed a documentary special for the BBC and has also been working with Bettany Hughes for Channel 4 on a two-part history series. His current projects include three hours for National Geographic Explorer. 
 
Under his creative leadership, Lion has assembled one of the best historical program producing units in the industry with a reputation in the UK and US for award- winning high quality and innovation. The team has successfully found and developed a growing group of specialist on-screen talent. Bradley has considerable experience of successful multi-million pound co-productions with broadcasters worldwide.
 
As documentary director and producer, Bradley has won many awards: he has twice won the Emmy Award for Outstanding Historical Program and the Special Jury Prize at the San Francisco Film Festival for his documentaries “Allied to the Mafia” and “Uncle Ho and Uncle Sam” (BBC Timewatch and A&E). Bradley helped to found Lion after leaving the BBC, where he devised and series produced the original series of “Children's Hospital” for BBC1 and directed for 40 Minutes and Timewatch. He has co-written a feature film and is the co-author of best-selling book “The Missionaries,” with Julian Pettifer. Bradley is also executive producer of “Guns, Germs, and Steel,” a National Geographic Presentation for PBS.

(MORE)
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CASSIAN HARRISON
Series Producer/Director


Cassian Harrison has an exceptionally diverse record as a producer and director.  Cassian won an Emmy on his first documentary project “Jerusalem, City of Heaven” for The Discovery Channel. Other productions include “The Greeks,” the first in PBS’s “Major Empires” strand, and “Beneath the Veil” for C4/CNN – the globally acclaimed undercover expose of life in Taliban Afghanistan. “Beneath the Veil” has garnered a Peabody Award, an RTS Journalism Award, a BAFTA for Current Affairs, an Emmy. Bolstering his historical programming resumé, Harrison produced “Journey through the Valley of the Kings,” for TLC, and an epic recounting of the life of Martin Luther for PBS.  In 2003, he was executive producer “The True Face of War,” for Channel 4 on the Iraq War (a Banff Rockie award winner) and “Time Commanders,” an innovative war-gaming series for the BBC. As series producer for “Guns, Germs, and Steel,” he supervised the entire year-long writing and production process, working closely with the author Jared Diamond, and traveling with him into the heart of tropical Africa, to film the reality and legacy of “Guns, Germs, and Steel” in the modern world today.

In addition to his television production skills, Harrison has extensive experience in new media and computer technologies working for a year in Silicon Valley for Sun Microsystems.
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