“GUNS, GERMS, AND STEEL”

a national geographic presentation

Premiering Monday, July 11, 18 and 25 at 10 p.m. ET/PT on PBS

(Check Local Listings)

PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS
“Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Crucible of Civilization”
Premieres Monday, July 11, at 10 p.m. ET/PT on PBS (check local listings)

In the first installment of National Geographic’s groundbreaking three-part series for PBS, “Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Crucible of Civilization,” based on Jared Diamond’s best-selling book, National Geographic examines how a society’s potential for advanced development may have been determined by simple geography. Diamond shows how a few lucky societies in places like the Fertile Crescent benefited from access to animals that could be domesticated and plants that could form the basis of agriculture. As Diamond and several experts show, geographic advantages such as surpluses of food allowed those cultures the ability to trade and develop technologies that gave them an ever-increasing edge over their neighbors, leading in turn to the development of successful civilizations.

“Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Clash of Civilizations”

Premieres Monday, July 18, at 10 p.m. ET/PT on PBS (check local listings)

In the second installment of National Geographic’s groundbreaking three-part series for PBS, “Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Clash of Civilizations,” based on Jared Diamond’s best-selling book, National Geographic travels to South America and the site of the Spanish conquistadors’ near extermination of the Inca culture in the early 1500s. Brought to life through vivid re-enactments, the episode dramatically depicts conquistador Francisco Pizarro’s epic battle with the Inca king Atahualpa. The Inca people quickly proved no match for the conquistadors’ formidable arsenal of technologically advanced weaponry and killer germs. The sheer domination of the conquistadors over the Inca served as yet another powerful example of the impact that geography, weapons and disease had in shaping the course of human history. 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS (PAGE 2)
“Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Haves and Have-nots”

Premieres Monday, July 25, at 10 p.m. ET/PT on PBS (check local listings)

In the third installment of National Geographic’s groundbreaking three-part series for PBS, “Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Haves and Have-nots,” based on Jared Diamond’s best-selling book, National Geographic follows Diamond to Africa, where he traces the migration of Dutch settlers into southern and central Africa. Spoiled by a happy circumstance of geographic commonality between cultures, the Europeans were dumbfounded when they found themselves floundering in areas north of Africa’s Cape. The further they traveled from their latitudinal comfort zone, the less adaptive they became to local germs and agriculture. Africans, meanwhile, had been able to adapt their lifestyles and chemical make-up to their environment, and were unaffected by the challenges experienced by the Europeans. But as their environment changes and Africans are increasingly being forced out of their traditional way of life, today’s generation is experiencing new challenges that affect their health, productivity and economic well-being.
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